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ANTWERP. 


DEAR SIR, 


On entering Auftrian Bra- 
bant the traveller is {truck with the improved 
and diverfified fcenery. A rich and highly 
cultivated country prefents itfelf to the eye; 
and a fpacious well-paved road is orna- 
mented with lofty oaks, which are planted 

You, AL. A with 


METS 

with the regularity of an avenue to a man- 
fion. The moft unpleafant object that pre- 
fented itfelf on the road, was the Auftrian 
Barrier, which coft us fome trouble to avoid 
the difcompofing our baggage. At the en- 
trance to Antwerp another inconvenience of 
the fame kind fucceeded, and the fame all- 
fubduing remedy being applied, imperial vir 


tue again relaxed. pat 
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THE entrance to this once renowned city, 
formerly the mart and envy of all Europe, 
brought on a kind of gloomy reflection on 
the fall of human greatnefs, and reminded 
me of a remark of Howell, who, in his quaint 
ftyle, fays, ‘* This goodly ancient city looks 
“ like a difconfolate widow, or rather fome 
‘* fuperannuated virgin that hath loft her 
“lover.” The ftreets are fpacious, the 
houfes lofty and magnificent, yet not half 
inhabited; an Exchange, which once outvied 
thofe of London and Amfterdam, now un- 
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frequented, except by pedlars and fith-wo- 
men; and grafs growing where the wealthy 
merchant once trod with all the confcious 


pride of unrivalled commerce. 


Tue well-known ftory of John Daens, 
who affifted the Emperor, Charles the Fifth, 
with the loan of a million of gold, proves 
the immenfe wealth of its merchants in the 
fifteenth century. The fplendid banquet 
given to the Emperor, on his return, when 
the merchant burnt his bond in a fire of 
cinnamon, evinces that his munificence fully 


kept pace with his ability. 


Tuts once famous city, the capital of the 
Province of Antwerp, is fituated in a pleafant 
fertile plain, on the eaftern fhore of that 
noble river, the Scheldt, and is about {even 
miles in circumference. In its days of pro- 
{perity it is faid to have contained two hun- 
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dred thoufand inhabitants, and had fre- 
quently from two to three thoufand veflels 
lying in the river at the fame time. From 
the Scheldt are formed feveral handfome 
canals, which run quite through the town, 
bearing veflels of confiderable burthen up to 


the doors of its inhabitants. 


Tue citadel is but a fmall diftance 
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from the city, and is well difpofed for the 
purpofe of over-awing the town, which 
was the intention of the Duke of Alva, by 


whom it was completed, from a plan, de- 
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figned, as it is faid, by Margaret of Parma, 


the then governefs, in 1567, affifted by a 
famous engineer, Pacietto. It is built in a 
pentagonal form, about a mile in circumfe- 


rence, and is well defended by baftions; the 


rampart is about a hundred feet broad, agree- 
ably fhaded, and adorned with lofty trees. 
The views from hence are exceedingly pic- 


turefque, 
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turefque, particularly towards the Scheldt, 
acrofs which, from the Téte de Flandres, I 


made the annexed fketch. 


Ar the facking of this city by the Spa- 
niards, in 1576, fix thoufand perfons are 
{aid to have perifhed by the fword, fire, and 


water. 


AN extraordinary circumftance is recorded, 
by Strada, of a Flemifh trooper, who clofely 
purfued by Pedro Taxis, a Spaniard, though 
armed, and a launce in his hand, leaped from 
the ramparts into the Tower Ditch, and his 
horfe fwam with him acrofs the Scheldt, 
without his fuftaining any injury, or even 


breaking his lance. 


Tuis famous citadel, a model for engineers 
throughout Europe, furrendered to the Duke 
of Marlbrough, after the battle of Ramillies, 
on Whitfunday, 1706. It was fince captured 

by 


Ge 
by the French, in 1746, and was afterwards 
reftored to the houfe of Auftria. 


RoMANCeE pretends to account for the 
origin of the name of every great city, and 
perhaps it is not unpleafant to read the fa- 
bles. Of Antwerp, the pretended origin is, 
that before Ceefar came into Gaul, a giant, 
of the name of Antigonus, pofleffed a cattle 
on the Scheldt, who made every traveller pay 
him tribute, and in failure he cut off his 
right hand and threw it into the river. This 
giant was flain by Salvius Brabon; and this 
city being built on the fite of the caftle de- 
rived its name from the aét of cruelty ; 
handt fignifying hand, and werpen to throw. | 
And accordingly it took for its armorial 
bearing, a caftle and three hands. ‘This is 
the fable. The true etymology of the name, 


however, is, that Antwerpen fignifies an ad- 
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vanced mole; and its ancient bearing was its 
principal port-gate, refembling a caftle, to 


which 


[eae 
which the hands were afterwards capricioufly 
added. 


AMoNG many fpacious ftreets in this city, 
the one moft to be admired is that called 
Place de Mer; it is one hundred and fifty 
feet in width. 


Tue Town-houfe is a large handfome 
building, erected in 1 560; Cornelius Floris 
(brother to Francis, the painter) was the 
architect. The facade is two hundred and 
fifty feet in length, ornamented with marble 
pillars, compofed of the five orders, archi- 
teCturally arranged above each other. The 
apartments within are numerous and {pacious. 
In the ftate room, over the chimney, is an 
allegorical piéture, by A. Janfens; another 
oppofite, by the brothers, Gerard and Daniel 
Seghers ; the fubject, a Virgin and Child, and 
Angels crowned with flowers. The picture 
is well executed, but feeble in its defign. In 

the 
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the other apartments will be found the works 


of Rubens, Sneyers, Jordaens, Fyt, &c. &c. 


Passinc near the end of the Place de 
Mer, you will obferve, worthy your critical 
notice, a fine crucifix of bronze, gilt, thirty- 
three feet high; the execution and contour 
of the figure are excellent. It is faid, by 
fome to be the work of Quelinus, but with 
better authority, by Jean Goethals, in 1635. 
Gilding this fine fpecimen of art cannot fail 


to difguft a critical eye. 


In viewing the figure of Louis the Four- 
teenth, with a golden flowing perriwig, or 
that of the late Duke of Cumberland, in one 
of our fquares, with a gilded truncheon, and 
fierce cocked hat, no emotion is created but 
that of rifibility ; but here, in a work of tafté | 


and fubject for contemplation, 
‘“¢ What fhould be grave is turn’d to farce.” 


Ir 


big ) 


Ir is faid, that on the {pot where this 
crucifix now {tands, was formerly a triumphal 
ftatue in bronze, of the Duke of Alva tramp- 
ling on two brafs ftatues, allegorical of the 
two States of the Low Countries, the nobi- 


lity, and the people. 


On the expulfion of the Spaniards this — 
figure was melted down, and the imperious 
Don (once a Devil among the Flemings) 
by an accidental transformation, became a 
God. This ftory of the fituation of the 
{tatue, does not agree with Strada’s account, 
which I fhould rather credit; and as the 
ftatue itfelf was matter of much diffatisfac- 
tion at the time, not only to the natives, 
but to the Spaniards themfelves; (even the 
King difapproved the arrogance and vanity 
of the Duke in placing it there:) it may not 
be amifs to mention Strada’s account of it, 


which I fhall here fubjoin verbatim. 
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“ Asour the year 1568, the Duke of Alva, 
‘‘ having driven the Prince of Orange out of 
“© the Low Countries, made a triumphal entry 
‘¢ into Bruffels, where he was complimented 


‘« by Pius the Fifth, as to the champion of 
“« the Catholick Religion, with a helmet and 


“ {word, richly fett, and inchafed with gold 


‘“* and precious ftones, being firft confecrated 


‘“‘ by his holinefs ; this prefent was received 
‘“ from the hands of the Bifhop of Mechlin ; 
he foon after commanded the cannon, 
“* taken from Louis of Naffau, in the battle 
of Gemming, to be melted; and made him- 
“< felf a trophey of the brafs, to be fet up 
“in the fort of Antwerp: it was his effi- 
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gies, in compleat armour, bare headed, his 


“right arm naked, and his eye upon the 
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town, treading upon two brafs ftatues, 


“‘ meaning the two {tates of lords and com- 


mons, as was affirmed by the fculptor, — 
“Arias Montanus. The two proftrate 
figures had many hands, and were armed 


“ with 


«¢ 


«¢ 


ce 


ce 
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with petitions, purfes, axes, and torches ; 
their faces vizarded, their ears and necks 
hung with little difhes and wallets, the 


accoutrements of the Ghenfes.”’ On the 


pedeftal was a long fulfome elogium on 


himfelf. 
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In the year 1577, fays the fame author, 


on the demolition of the fort of Antwerp, 


The joy of the people was at it’s height, 
when they came to the triumphal brafs 
{tatue of the Duke of Alva, which they 
tumbled into the court, hacked it with 
their fwords, hewed it afunder with ares. ; 


and as if they had at every blow drawn 


blood, and put the brafs to pain, pleafed 


themfelves with an imaginary execution. 


“ The metal, as before it was melted out 
of cannon into Alva’s ftatue, fo afterwards 
the ftatue was again caft into cannon, 
and reftored to it’s own nature.” The 


Be extraordinary 
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extraordinary character of the Duke, and as 
extraordinary averfion in the people to his 
government, will, I hope, plead my excufe 


for this long quotation. 


In the center of the four principal {treets, 
ftands the Exchange, a handfome building, 
erected in 1531, forming an oblong of one 
hundred and ninety-four feet, by one hun- 
dred and fifty-four, furrounded by a gallery 
fupported by fifty pillars, with many fculp- 
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tured ornaments. The apartments in this 
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building are principally applied to the ufes 
of the Royal Academy of Painting, which 
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contains plaifter figures from the antique, 


with pictures and defigns of the prefent aca- 


SUNY STS 


demicians. The academy for painting after 


nature is under the management of a direc- 


tor, a fub-director, and fix profeflors; it 1s | 
ufed only from Oétober to April. In the 


chamber where the profeffors meet, ftands the 
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chair once occupied by the greateft orna- 


ment 
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ment of this academy, the divine Rubens ; 
it is of red leather, brafs nailed, with the ini- 
tials of his name and arms on the back ; 
fuch is the veneration for this great painter, 
that many of the brafs nails have been drawn 
out of the chair to make into rings, as pre- 
cious relicks. For this curious appendage, 
I was told an Englifh amateur * had lately 
_ offered two hundred florins. As trifling ob- 
jects acquire a degree of confequence from 
their relative fituations to great characters, a 
{ketch of this chair may not be unacceptable 
to thofe who have never vifited the fpot: 
over the chair is a fine picture by Rubens, 
in his beft ftile, prefented by him to the 
academy ; the fubject, a holy family. In 
the various apartments contiguous to this 
chamber, are many pictures; but as they 
are principally in the mediocre ftyle, I fhall 


* Richard Cofway, Efq. R. A. 
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omit the going into a particular defcription 
of them. 


In my next I fhall aim at a brief account 
of fuch pictures as I find in the churches and 
public buildings of this city, moft deferving 


the critical attention of the connoiffeur. 


Adieu ! 


LETTER 


LETTER, I. 


ANTWERP. 


DEAR SIR, 


THE prefent convulfed 
{tate of this city, as to it’s political princi- 
ciples, makes me rather eager in going far- 
ther into a minute detail of defcription, 
than I fhould otherwife have done. The 
diffatisfaction of the clergy, and averfion of 
the people to the Emperor’s government, 
feem to forebode a fpeedy overthrow to the 
prefent fyftem ; and may poflibly end in 
fuch devaftation, as to leave few remains of 
the fineft aflemblage of the works of art, 


perhaps, in Europe. 


IF, 


ered 
Ir, therefore, this letter fhould appear 
tedious, and with too much famenefs of de- 
{cription, impute it to the warmth of zeal in 
my purfuit, and I may fay, religious zeal, as 
I {hall for fome time to come be only met 
with in churches and holy places, holding 
converfe alone with Saints and Martyrs. 


Tue place firft worthy notice is the cathe- 
dral of Notre Dame, the fpire of which noble 
edifice is efteemed the fineft in the world. 
Charles the Fifth obferved of it, on his entry 
to this city, ‘“ That it was fo fuperb, it 
*« fhould be enclofed in a cafe, and fhewn 
“« but once a year.” The foundation of this 
noble ftruéture was begun 1422, and finifhed 
in 1518; Jean Amelius the architect. The 
infide. of this church will afford much matter 
for curious obfervation. It is enriched with 
a multitude of chapels, and adorned with well 
executed fculptures, in marble of various co- 
lours. Pictures of the firft Flemifh and 


. other 
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other mafters, and carvings of exquifite 
workmanfhip. The entrance to the choir is 
noble, and demands particular attention. 
There are fixteen or feventeen pictures by 
that divine artift, Rubens, among which J] 
fhall firft mention the defcent from the 
crofs, which is generally efteemed his chef 
d'ecuvre. The difpofition and colouring of 
the principal objects are wonderful ;_ the va- 
rious expreffions: in the countenances, parti- 
cularly the tender anxiety of the female 
figures, are truly characteriftic exertions of a 
great and noble mind. The figures are large 
as life, the artift’s own portrait with thofe of 
his wives and daughter, are confpicuous. In 
feparate compartments, on each fide, are two 
other pictures by the fame matter, the Vifi- 
tation and Purification. An anecdote is re- 
corded of this picture, that while it was 
painting, Rubens being from home, as was 
his cuftom every evening, to take the air for 
two or three hours, his difciples ufually em- 
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braced this opportunity (through the means 
of an old fervant) to go into the ftudy of their 
mafter, to contemplate the work of the day, 
Diepenbeck, eager to get nearer to the picture 
than his companions, ftumbled, and in falling 
{meared the arm of the Magdalen, and cheek 
of the virgin, which not a little difcompofed 
the young Tyro’s, who dreading the anger of 
their mafter, unanimoufly determined on at- 
tempting to reftore the damage; by general 
confent the lot fell on Vandyck, as the moft 
{kilful, which with reluctance he undertook, 
and accomplifhed with much fatisfaction to 
the party. The next day Rubens, in the 
prefence of them all, looking ftedfaftly at 
the picture, only flightly remarked that in 
parts it did not appear to be his own; and 
it is generally fuppofed to remain in that 
{tate to the prefent day. On the outfide of 
the cafe which contains this picture is re- 
prefented Saint Chriftopher carrying the In- 
fant Jefus on his fhoulders acrofs a river, a 


hermit 


(Bo 7) 
hermit lighting him witha lanthorn. Great- 
nefs of fule more than Truth characterifes 


this picture. 


Near the monument of the family of 
Gobeau, againft a pillar, is a holy family, 
painted by the fame hand. 


_ Tue Affumption of the Virgin, by the 
fame mafter, is a noble compofition. The 
heads of the children in the clouds are ad- 
mirable ; the draperies are light, and touched 
with freedom ; the picture is in his beft man- 
ner, and cleareft tone of colouring ; it is faid 


to have been painted in fixteen days. 


Near an efcutcheon of the family of Mi- 
chielfon is a charming picture by this matter, 
reprefenting Chrift on the knees of his Mo- 
ther ; the fubject is finely treated, and forms 
a model for defign and expreffion. 


C2 NEAR 


‘ 
L 
Y 
Rp 
YE 
i 
E 
¥ 
| 
} 
# 
4 
H 
& 
vy 
} 


_ ee ee ee 7 NNT ass z 


ee tee) 


a 


Near a monumental infcription to the 
name of Heenferis is a holy family, of ex- 
quifite merit. The heads are beautiful, de- 
fign and colouring chafte, and though highly 
finifhed, it 1s touched with great firmnefs of 
pencil. Beneath is a beautiful landfcape by 
Velvet Breugle. 


In the facrifty of the canons are fome va- 
luables worth notice; among others a gold- 
en chalice, fet in diamonds, worth fix thou- 
fand florins of Brabant, prefented by Bifhop 
Capello. 


In the chapel of the Pelletiers is an altar- 
piece by Martin De Vos; the fubjeét of which 
is, the incredulity of Saint Thomas; with 
two fmaller pictures, by the fame matter ; 


thefe are his beft works. 


In the chapel of the Circumcifion is a 
curious picture by Quintin Matfys (called 
the 


( 22 ) 

the blackfmith of Antwerp) the fubject is, 
Chrift taken from the crofs, on his Mother’s 
knees, furrounded by a multitude of figures ; 
parts of the picture have great merit ; but it 
has too much of the hard manner of the 
times in which it was painted to be agreeable. 
This picture was formerly thought to poffefs 
fo much excellence, that during the troubles 
in the Low Countries, in 1566, it was con- 
-cealed till peace was reftored, and was then 
purchafed by the magiftrates of the city, at 
public fale, for fifteen hundred florins. 


Tur well-known {tory of this. painter be- 
coming enamoured of the daughter of Francis 
Floris, an artift of much eminence, induces 
me to mention a picture painted by him, on 
the fubject of the fall of the Angels, which, 
but for the anecdote attending it, I fhould 
not have done, as the compofition and draw- 
ing are very faulty; yet the colouring and 
character of the heads have much merit. 
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The circumstance rendering this picture re- 
markable, is a fly painted on the knee of an 
angel, faid to be by Quintin Matfys, and 
was fo exquifitely finifhed as to induce 
Floris to give him his daughter in marriage. 
Whether by this manceuvre he gained the 
daughter, I know not, certain it is he married 
her; but not fo certain, that from a MERE 
BLACKSMITH he became fo excellent a 
painter in two years, as to rival all his con- 
temporaries, and even at this day that his 
works fhould remain objects of univerfal 
admiration. I have no doubt but that he 
was an artift of much eminence before he 
painted in oil, from works imputed to him, 
as a ftatuary in iron, which probably gave 
rife to his having quitted the anvil for the 
pallet. Asa proof of excellence in his art, 
as a {tatuary, the monument of Edward the 
Fourth, at Windfor, is faid to be by him. 
Love may have poetically performed wonders, 
but I believe has never yet created a painter, 


_ though 


hecho 
though it has impeded the progrefs of many ; 
and if we may judge from the exquifite finifh- 
ing of his works, great induftry and intenfe 
perfeverance have atchieved more than the 
blind archer could poffibly have infpired. 
He died in 1529, aged fixty-nine; and was 
buried juft without the Weftern door of this 
church. His profile is in bas-relief, and 


vunder it this infcription, 
« Connubialis amor de Mulcibre fecit Apellem.”’ 


Tue entrance to the church of St. Wal- 
burg is of black and white marble, and is in 
a good ftile of architecture, by Scheemakers. 


AscENDING fome fteps in the choir are 
the remains of a fine picture by Rubens ; 
Chrift fitting on his tomb, trampling on death ; 
but time has almoft fubdued its excellence. 


Tue picture moft worthy notice in this 
church is by the fame artift. The thieves are 


raifing 
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( 24 ) 
raifing the crofs, on which Chrift is attached. 
There is great’ truth and fentiment in this 
picture; the defign 1s correct, and expreffion 
beautiful. The colouring may perhaps be 
thought too yellow, and the tints not fuffi- 
ciently varied, yet the judicious connoifleur 
will find much pleafure in contemplating the 
mind of the painter in this charming picture, 
which in my judgment, in many refpects 
rivals his famous work, the defcent from the 


crofs, in the Cathedral of Notre Dame. 


Tue church of St. James is a handfome 
light building, in a good ftile of architecture. 
The marble altar is a grand defign, over 
which is the defcent from the crofs, an ex- 
cellent piece of fculpture. At the entrance 
to this church is a fmall monument to Henry 
Van Balen, the painter. In the centre is the 
Refurreétion of Chrift; it is well defigned, 
and in a fine tone of colouring. His own 
portrait, and that of his wife above, are faid 
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to be by himfelf; they are equal to Van 
Dyck, and moft probably by him. Againft 
a pillar in the choir is a Chrift, and the Vir- 
gin, by Cornelius Schut, not inferior to Van 
Dyck. 


"ENTERI NG the fecond chapel, at the lower 
end of the nave, is a {mall oval portrait of 
Cornelius Lantfchat, by Van Dyck, in his beft 

‘manner; but what will call forth all your 
admiration, is the chapel of the great Ru- 
bens, where he was buried, in 1640. As 
- the altar has never been engraved, my re- 
{pect for this great artift has induced me to 
give the enclofed fketch. The chapel and altar 
are highly enriched with marble, over which is 
a picture, painted by himfelf, reprefenting the 
Infant Jefus on the knees of his Mother; near 
her is St. Jerome. The figure of St. George 
in armour is Rubens’ own portrait. He has 
likewife introduced the portraits of his two 
wives. It is a charming compofition, and de- 
Vou: I, D na see amotio ied 
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figned with exquifite tafte ; the colouring 1s 
clear and warm, and the tout enfemble is in 


his beft ftile and manner. Above is an 


image of the Virgin, in marble, which Ru- 
bens brought from Rome; it is faid to be 
by Francis Flamand. The figure is beauti- 
ful, and we regret its being placed fo far from 
the eye as to lofe half its excellence. The mo- 


| nument has been repaired and beautified by a 


defcendant of this great artift, a canon of 
the church, named Paris, a mark of atten- 


tion due to the memory of fuch high excel- 


lence. 


Tue church of St. George I fhall men- 


tion, as it contains the remains of John, or 


(as he is called) Velvet Breughel, which are 
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placed in the chapel of St. John. Above 1s 


I pe 


a beautiful portrait of him, by Van Dyck. 
Here is likewife a monument of John Snel- 
linck, a painter of great eminence; his por- 
trait 1s affixed by the fame great artift, who 
has 


(2m) 
has likewife left us a beautiful etching of 


him by his own hand. 


St. ANDREWw’s church is worthy atten- 
tion, from the Maufoleum erected to the 
memory of the ill-fated Mary Queen of 
Scots. Her buft is placed in marble. This 
monument was erected at the expence of 
two Englifh ladies, refident in this town. 
Underneath is a Latin infcription reciting 


her fufferings and death. 


A picTure of Jordaen’s, Chrift bearing 
the crofs, with allegorical figures, is in a 
good tafte, and well defigned: you will not 


find it by any means unworthy infpection. 


Tue abbey of St. Michael is a handfome 
building, adorned with fome well-executed 
{culpture, in marble. In the nave of the 
church are twelve large figures of the Apoftles, 
in a good ftile. Affixed to a pillar is a very 

D2 fine 
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fine portrait of John Neeyfs, a prior of this 
abbey. A portrait of Philip Rubens, the 
brother of Peter Paul, and painted by him, 
is finely executed, and with much beauty of 
colouring. The picture at the principal 
altar is likewife by the fame hand, and re- 
prefents the adoration of the Magi. It is 
compofed in a great ftile, and with more 
correctnefs of drawing than is ufually found 
in this mafter; the Virgin is handfome and 
gracefully expreffive; the character of the 
Infant Jefus is tenderly marked ; the prof- 
trate King is inferior to the reft of the figures 
in the picture. This work is a ftriking in- 
ftance of the facility with which this great 
artift painted, having finifhed it in fifteen 
days. 


A PicTuReE by Simon De Vos, reprefent- 
ing St. Norbert, a Romifh bifhop, convert- 
ing the people of Antwerp to Chriftianity, is 
not unworthy the pencil of Van Dyck. 


A PIc- 


( 29 ) 

A PIcTuRE of immenfe fize, the painter’s 
name unknown, is worthy attention. It 
reprefents Chrift ordering the fick to take 
up their beds and walk. The compofition 
is noble, and not unlike the ftile of Paul 
Veronefe; the figures are numerous, and 
well grouped, and the attitudes pleafingly 
varied ; its greateft fault is the want of pro- 


per maffing. 


THE apartments in this abbey are noble 
and fpacious; the views from which acrofs 
the Scheldt are beautifully picturefque. 
The Emperor has not yet nominated a new 
- abbot, though the late incumbent has been 
dead more than three years. It is fuppofed 
the abbey will be fupprefied. The refectory 
contains feven large pictures; the life of 
Chrift, by Quellinus. They are compofed 
with tafte; the defign is correct; and they 


are in a rich and glowing {tile of colouring. 
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Tue cabinet of the late abbot is well 
chofen, and merits the attention of the con- 


noiffeur. 


Ar the entrance to the church of St. Au- 
guftine are two good pictures, by Jordaens, 
one the Laft Supper, the other, Chrift in the 
Garden of Olives. They are finely coloured, 
for effect, and have much beauty in the 


compofition. 


In a handfome marble altar is a charming 
picture, by Van Dyck, reprefenting the ex- 
tafy of Saint Auguftine, on viewing Chrift and 
the Angels in glory; at his feet are difpofed 
the mitre and crofs. The defign and colour- 
ing are correct and clear, and the tafte of the 
heads is beautiful. Near the altar is a Cruci- 
fixion, by the fame hand. The figure is full of 
tendernefs and exprefiion. The under part of 
this picture has been repainted. It is faid 
Van Dyck was obliged to make a prefent of 


this 


(on 4 


this work, before he could get paid for the 
one of Saint Auguftine, mentioned before in 


the chapel. 


Les Carmes Cuaussts. This church 
contains many fuperb altars and fculp- 
tured decorations, of the beft matters. 
The chapel of the Virgin is moft worthy 
notice ;- it is entirely of white marble; the 
vaulted roof is divided into Mofaic com- 
partments, highly enriched with gold and 
filver ornaments. At the altar is a maifly 
figure of the Virgin, in filver, eight feet and 
a half high, which, according to the records 
of the convent, coft fixteen thoufand florins. 
In all probability, this rich Virgin, will, 
like other wealthy ladies, light up a flame in 
the breaft of fome future reformer, who 
will think her made of ‘ metal more at- 
“ tractive,’ and admire her for her bulk, 


more than for her elegance. 


In 
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In the periphery of this chapel are fome 


bas-reliefs and hiftorical fubjects, in marble, 


by Scheemakers, and others. 


AmonG the pictures you will obferve 
one under the gallery, in entering the choir, 
by Rubens; a dead Chrift, attended by An- 
gels. The figure is well fore-fhortened, but 
the head wants dignity. 


To the left is an hiftorical fubject, the 
Carmelites receiving the Pope’s Bull, to 
eftablifh their order through Europe, by 
Jordaens. At the altar, to the left of the 
choir, is a well-coloured picture, by Van 


Balen ; the adoration of the Magi. 


AT the principal altar, which is of mar- 
ble, is an allegorical picture, by Gerard Seg- 
hers; it contains many figures, grouped with 
much tafte and fpirit; the colouring, ftile, 
and manner not unlike Rubens. 
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Les CARMES Decuaussts. This church 
contains feveral handfome marble altars, at 
the principal of which is a picture by Ru- 
bens, the fubject St. Ann teaching the Virgin 
to read; the Angels above are holding a 
wreath of flowers. It is well coloured, and 
has a fine’effect. ‘The heads are in the firft 


{tile of excellence. 


ANOTHER by the fame matter, St. Therefa, 
at the feet of Chrift, praying fouls out of 
purgatory ; is in his clear filver tone of co- 
louring, and not inferior to the former in 


effect. 


Tue fame Saint dying, and fupported by 
Angels, is by Seghers, but not in his betft 


manner. 


Beutnp the choir are four hiftorical pic- 
tures, by Quellinus ; the adoration of the 
Angels, they are finely painted, and are the 
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beft pictures of this mafter, I remember to 


have feen. 


Near this is a good picture by Lang Jan, 
the fubject is, Elias before St. Therefa; the 
figures are finely defigned, and the colouring 
and execution much in the ftile of Van Dyck. 


Jesuits Cuurcw. This building and 
its contents deferve the clofeft attention of 
the amateur; the greater part of the fagade 
is from a defign of Rubens, and is in a grand 
ftile; it was finifhed under the direction of 
Peter Huyfens, and by him rather furcharged 
with ornaments. From the difference of 
ftile, it is diftinguifhable where the great 
artift, Rubens, left it. The grand altar, as 
well as the chapel of the Virgin, at the en- 
trance of the church, which is richly deco- 
rated in variegated marble, are both from 


defigns of the fame matter. 


imine) 


Turs church fuffered much from a dread- 
ful ftorm of lightning, in July 1718, at 
which time many valuable pictures, with 
other decorations were entirely deftroyed ; 
and though its prefent magnificence renders 
it highly deferving praife, yet we feel with 
regret the lofs of its former {plendor. 


In the library you will find the original 
defign and portrait of Rubens, in pen and 
ink drawing. 


WirTuin this building are many fine pic- 
tures. Over the grand altar are four, two 
by Rubens, one by Gerard Seghers, and 
the other by Cornelius Schut. The pic- 
ture of St. Ignatius, and that of the fick 
"praying to be made whole, are exquifitely 
painted; the latter is one of the fineft 
compofitions of this mafter. The two pic- 
tures by Segher and Schut, though hung 
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as pendants to Rubens, lofe nothing of 
their beauty and excellence from their fitua- 
tion. Several other pictures of fuperior 
merit are to be found in this church by Ge- 
rard Seghers as well as his brother Daniel, 
the Jefuit, with whofe excellence in flower 


painting the amateur is not unacquainted. 


Over the altar, in the fodality, is the 
Virgin and Child prefenting a garland of 
flowers to Saint Rofalie; at the fide of the 
Virgin is Saint Peter, attended by angels. 
This picture, particularly the characters of 
the heads, is beautiful in the extreme; but 
the fhadows feem in parts of too fombre a 


tint. 


Near this is another by the fame painter, 
of Saint Hermanus and Jofeph; the angel 
ftretching out his hand, is the portrait of 
the artift; it is charmingly painted for 

effect, 


RST 0 
effect, and the colouring is beautiful. The 


annunciation, by Rubens, feems in his early 


time, and not equal to his other works. 


HERE are many pictures by Eyckens, Van 
Opftal, Quellinus, &c. among which fome 


will be found to merit your attention. 


At the entrance to the church of the Ja- 
cobins you will notice a fine piece of fculp- 
ture, by Verbruggen, reprefenting St. Paul. 
The church is a handfome building, and 
rich in fculptured ornaments. The grand 
altar, in the choir, is f{upported by marble pil- 
‘lars, in a very fuperior ftile of defign. This 
altar was added by Capelo, Bifhop of An- 
twerp, who was of the order of Jacobins, 
‘and was fo well pleafed with the effect and 
{kill of the architect, Verbruggen, that he 
not only paid him with liberality, but re- 
warded him in a princely manner, by a rich 
fervice of plate. 

THE 
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Tue paintings on glafs in the choir will 


particularly {trike you; they are defigned 


and executed by Diepenbeck, and reprefent 
the life of St. Paul. 


Amone the pictures will be found one 
over the altar particularly deferving atten- 
tion, by Caravaggio; the fubject, Saint Do- 
minique diftributing rofaries to the people. 
This work is rather hard and black, but the 
effect is bold and mafterly. It was pre- 
fented to the church by a perfon whofe por- 
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trait is here feen painted by Van Dyck. 


Tue works of Rubens contribute highly 


to adorn this building, particularly the pic- 
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ture at the great marble altar, in the choir, 


which reprefents Chrift hurling his thunder 


at the wicked, and the Virgin interceding on 


Pete as a 


their behalf ; with much incorrectnefs theré 


is great beauty; the heads are full of cha- 
racter, well conceived, and on the whole pro- 


duce 
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duce a charming effect. It is grouped with 


much art, and deferves every commendation. 


Art the altar of the communion is another 
picture of the fame mafter; the aflembly of 
the council. It is well compofed, and cor- 
rectly drawn, but the fhadows are rather too 
dark. 


’ Ar the altar at the entrance of the choir 
is Chrift bearing the crofs, by Van Dyck ; it 
is in his early time, and rather hard in 


the ftile of colouring. 


On the left hand are Chrift’s myfteries, 
painted by Van Balen, Jordaens, Moftaert, 
&c. But the picture of the flagellation, 
by Rubens, eclipfes all the reft, and is as 
frefh and brilliant as if juft taken from the 


eafel. 
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A Saint Dominique, by Gafpard de 


Crayer, is a well-coloured picture, with much 
grace in the {tile of the heads. 


In quitting the church a {mall crucifixion, 
in {culpture, with a multitude of figures will 
attract your notice; it is executed by a maf- 
ter of eminence, and has only the fault of 


being too crouded. 


Tue church of the Capuchins contains 
three macs of Rubens. The one over 
the principal altar reprefents Chrift cru- 
cified between the thieves. It is a com- 
pofition replete with vigour, and excellent 
defign ; the characters are beautifully ima- 
gined, and fill the mind with the fublimity 
of the artift. 


In the chapel of the Virgin, Saint Francis 
on his knees receiving the Infant Jefus from 


the 


( 41 ) 
the hands of the mother, is a ftriking and 
beautiful picture. 


In the choir are two whole length figures 
of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, which are well 
difpofed, the heads and draperies are parti- 


cularly excellent. 


Over the grand altar of the Beguinage 
or houfe of the Devout Maids, is a Virgin 
and dead Chrift, by Van Dyck; the charaéter 
and colouring are excellent, and the touch of 
the pencil is free and delicate, and worthy 


the hand of this charming painter. 


Near the pulpit is a picture by Jordaens, 
of the Crucifixion, with the Virgin, Saint 
John, &c. it has much of the Italian School, 


is well-coloured, and very correétly drawn. 


AFTER viewing fo many pictures, the 
eye will find fome relief in examining the 
Wor IT le {culptures, 


(. #29 


{culptures, by Scheemaker, in the church 


of the citadel, particularly the tomb of the 


Marquis Del Pico, formerly governor of this 


place. The altar is of marble, with copper 


ornaments, gilt, reprefenting the Holy Tri- 
nity, attended by Angels, &c. 


Here is a picture by Otho Venius, the 
mafter of Rubens; the fubjeét is, the Refur- 


rection, and not unworthy his pencil. 
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SEVERAL convents have been fupprefied 


within thefe three years, fuch as the Annun- 


ciates, Jacobines of the order of St. Domi- 


nique, &c. 
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To go into the particular hiftory of this 


once great city, and its various produc- 


tions of arts and artifts, would fwell this 


Ty ae Va Be 


work much beyond its original intention ; 


I fhall therefore in my next confine myfelf 


to the mentioning a few names only, of the 


firtt 


Age’ 


firft excellence produced in the Flemith 
{chool, from whom Antwerp derives fo 
much fame, and the connoifleur world fo 


much fatisfaction. 
Adieu ! 


Pe 2 LET LER 


ies) 


Vile ade Re Til) 


ANTWERP. 


DEAR SFR, 


In my laft I promifed you 
a {ketch of the lives of the principal artifts 
this city has produced, among whom, that 
Prince of painters, Peter Paul Rubens ranks 


firft. 


Tus extraordinary man was born at Co- 
logne, June 28th, 1577, of a very good fa- 
mily, of this city, who in confequence of the 
civil wars in Brabant, about that time, re- 
tired to Cologne, but fhortly after Antwerp 
being reftored to a ftate of tranquility, and 
releafed from the Spanifh yoke, by the Duke 

of 
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of Parma, the father with his family re- . 
turned thither, and took on: himfelf his for- 
mer office of Sheriff of the City, and Profeffor 
of Civil Law. Much pains was taken with 
the education of Rubens in the tender part 
of his life, which, by the progrefs he made 
in claffical learning and the fciences, he 
very amply repaid. With a perfon remark- 
ably handfome, he was early placed as a 
page, to the Countefs of Lalain, Governefs 
of the Low Countries, a fituation, indolent 
and enervating, and ill fuited to the active 
and noble mind of our artift. His father 
dying, he applied to his mother, that he 
might be put into a line better adapted to 
his talents. He was placed under {everal 
artifts of great eminence, particularly Otho 
Venius, {tiled the Flemifh Raphael; there, 
by much application, and a mind formed for 
accomplifhments, at the age of twenty-three 
he became an object of univerfal admiration ; 
he refided feven. years with the Duke of 
Mantua, 


may ©) 


Mantua, purfuing with eagernefs to enthu- 
fiafm that glorious ftudy, in which he fo 
greatly excelled. In painting the combat 
between Turnus and Eneas, he was over- 
heard by the Duke, reciting with enthufiafm 
this line from Virgil, 


“ [ile etiam Patriis agreum ciet,”’ &c. 


His extraordinary talents, not only as a 
painter, but a man of letters, foon fixed him 
in a poft of honor, under the aufpices of 
the Duke, by whom he was appointed Envoy 
to the Court of Spain, where he painted 
many hiftorical pictures of the firft confe- 


quence. 


Joun, Duke of Braganza, afterwards King 
of Portugal, ftruck with his amazing talents, 
invited him to Villaviciofa, his then refidence. 
Rubens made fuch expenfive preparations 
for his intended vifit, that the Duke was 


alarmed 


( 48) 
alarmed at the expence, imagining it would 
fall on hin, and begged he would defer his 
journey a little longer. The noble-minded 
Rubens replied, he was not coming to paint, 
but on a vifit for eight or ten days, and had 
brought a thoufand piftoles to fpend in his 


excurfion. 


Tue celebrity of the works of Titian and 
Paul Veronefe drew him to Venice, where 
he acquired that fine ftile of rich and glow- 
ing colouring, which he never quitted. At 
Rome he painted many altar and other pieces, 
which remain as {pecimens of the advantages 
he received from the Venetian School. From 
Rome he went to Genoa, which he enriched 
with his pictures, and magnificent defigns 


for their public buildings. 


In the midft of thefe vigorous purfuits in 
his art, maternal affection drew him to his 


native 


(49) 


native home, where he arrived too late to re- 
ceive the laft embraces of a departing and 


tender mother. 


His grief was for a time inconfolable ; he 
retired to the Royal Abbey of St. Michel, in 
this city, where for feveral months he avoided 
all fociety : filial affection did not rank among 
the leaft of his virtues; and in the noble 
purfuit of his art alone, he found mitigation 
of his exceffive forrow. Some time after he 
formed a defign of returning to Mantua; 
but from the intreaty of the Archduke 
Albert, and the fuperior influence of love, he 
was detained at Antwerp, and fhortly after 
was married to Elizabeth Brants. ‘Then was 
the defign formed of building a large houfe, 
. or rather ftately palace, enriched within and 
without with every coftly decoration that 
tafte and wealth could atchieve, rich vafes of 
porphyry, and agate, antique bufts and fculp- 
tures of the greateft mafters, with an elegant 

wen. IT, G cabinet 
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cabinet of the firft-rate pictures, completed 
this princely undertaking. As no part of 
the houfe is now remaining, I thought it 
would form no unpleafing addition to this 
work, to give an idea of its magnificence, 
which, with the addition of the {mall figures, 
I have here done, from a very fcarce print, 
publifhed in 1686. Some of the arches and 
decorations in the garden are ftll remaining 


entire. 


Tue valuable contents of this houfe its 
owner was tempted, though with much re- 
luctance, to relinquifh to the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, who, for the fum of ten thou- 
fand pounds fterling, became their pof- 
feffor, and England received this glorious 


treafure. 


RENDERED eafy in point of fortune, he 
purfued his art, more for fame and amufe- 
ment, than emolument. His attachment to 

letters 
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letters kept pace with his love for his profef- 
fion. He feldom fat down to painting with- 
out firft confulting the hiftorical page, or 
the more elegant purfuit of poetry. He was 
well verfed in feven living languages, nor 
lefs a mafter of the claffics. The ftudy of 
the Belles Lettres he termed his recrea- 
tion; the Mufes his infeparable companions. 
Formed for the fociety of the learned and 
great, his company was eagerly fought after 
by Princes, and men of firft-rate accomplifh- 
ments; and the mind is naturally led into 
aftonifhment at the number, as well as ex- 
cellence of his works, when fo much of 
his time was devoted to the elegancies of 
learned retirement, and attic conviviality of 
the table. 


In his profeffion he had many enemies, 
among whom Janfens and Rombouts were 
avowedly at the head; the former threw off 
the mafk, and openly propofed a trial of 

G2 fkill ; 
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{kill ; to which Rubens acceeded, on condition 


that his antagonift, by the excellence of his 


- works, fhould firft be deemed worthy of the 


competition. 


Asout the fame time an Englifhman, of 
the name of Brendel, a fearcher after the 
philofophers ftone, applied to Rubens, to 
whom he offered, if he would erect a labora- 
tory, and furnifh fome pecuniary affiftance, 
a moiety of the immenfe wealth he was to 
acquire. Rubens liftened with attention to 
the idle dreamer, and led him gently to his 
ftudy, where fhewing him his pallet and 
pencils, he affured him he had applied twenty | 
years too late, for he was already in the 


fecret. 


AzsouT the year 1620, he was employed 
by Marie de Medicis, on the great work of 
the Luxemburg, fo univerfally known and 
admired ; foon after which he was applied to 

by 


(ee: 4 


by the Infanta Tabella (from his extenfive 
knowledge of the fituation of the Low Coun- 
tries, and of the manners and intrigues of . 
Courts) to undertake an embafly to the 
Court of Spain, relative to the immediate 
ftate and government of Brabant. He was 
magnificently received by the King, who, to 
exprefs his great fatisfaction at the able man- 
ner in which he had executed his commiffion, 
prefented him with a jewel of great price, fix 
fine horfes, and conferred.on him the charge 


of Secretary of the Privy Council. 


On his return he was again fent on an 
embafly, by the Infanta, into Holland, to 
propofe a truce between the States and Spain. 


His journey to England took place foon 
after (whither he was fecretly engaged by 
the King of Spain, at the inftance of the 
Duke D’Olivarez) to propofe fome pacific 


meafures to our Court, through the means 


of 
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ef the Duke of Buckingham, by whom he 
was prefented to Charles the Firft, and gra- 
cioufly received. The King was not lefs 
charmed with the converfation, than the 
works of this great mafter. His addrefs foon 
completed his embaffy to the fatisfaCtion of 
all parties. Charles conferred on him the 
honor of knighthood, and with it a rich dia 
mond. The fword of State, with which he 
had created him, together with an elegant 
fervice of plate, valued at one thoufand 
pounds, were likewife added as teftimonies 
of his fuperior talents and addrefs as a 


minifter. 


Turis embafly was the means of enriching 
our country with thofe invaluable fpecimens 
of his art, the decorations of the Banquetting 
Houfe; likewife a number of other pictures 
and defigns, which he painted for the nobility, 


as well as private perfons in England. 


AFTER 


( 5 ) 

AFTER his return to Antwerp he was full 
employed in great concerns of State, in all 
which he acquitted anniele with that eclat, 
and univerfal fatisfaétion, which fuch fine 
talents, and high integrity, could only have 


merited. 


Wirt all thefe accumulated honors, and 
immenfe wealth, together with the attendant 
otium cum dignitate, the infirmities of na- 
ture crept in apace, and he felt daily proofs 
he was yet but a man. The gout, and a 
trembling in the hand difabled him from the 
purfuit of greater works, and nature yielding 
to diforder and decay terminated his exiftence 
on the 30th of May 1640, in the fixty-fourth 


year of his age. 


He was interred in the church of St. 
James, at the city of Antwerp, with every 
honor that could be conferred on fuch ex- 
alted merit. Nobility, clergy, artifts, and 

admirers 
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admirers of the fine arts, all contributing to 


pay the laft mark of refpect to departed ex- 
cellence. 


RuBENs married a fecond wife, Helena 
Forman, whom he left a widow. He had 


two fons and a daughter. 


Teprous as this account may feem of 
this great man, I hope, at leaft, as a lover of 
the fine arts, you will fuffer a degree of en- 
thufiafm in your friend to apologife for this 
intrufion, and judge, that in contemplating 
the works of a fuperior artift, the life Is, in 
fome degree, if not a neceflary objeét of en- 
quiry, at leaft a pleafurable one. 


Warm with my fubject, and after this 
apology, emboldened to proceed, I fhall ven- 
ture on a few flight obfervations on the life 
of that firft difciple, in excellence, Anthony 


Van Dyck, who was born at Antwerp, 


March 


eee i 
March 22d, 1599. His father is faid to have 


been a painter of fome eminence on glafs, 
at Bois le Duc, from whom an early bias 


was given to the tender mind of the fon. 


He was firft placed with Henry Van 
Balen, an artift of great reputation, and 
afterwards: became the difciple of Rubens. 
The anecdote which I have mentioned, of 
his repairing the accident in the famous 
picture, the defcent from the crofs, in the 
cathedral at Antwerp, proves the very high 
opinion his colleagues entertained of his 


talents. 


PoRTRAIT-painting became the prin- 
cipal ftudy of this artift. His motives 
for quitting the hiftorical line are varioufly 
conjectured. The idea of his being diffuaded 
from that purfuit by his mafter, from mo- 
tives of jealoufy, is illiberal, and muft have 
arifen from an ignorance of the character of 
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that great man. The immenfe pains he took 
with all his pupils (particularly Van Dyck) 
to inform them of every principle of his art, 
and of the neceffity of referring to the works 
of the great mafters of Italy, for refinement 
of their tafte, was furely the advice of a 
friend, rather than a jealous mafter. Van 
Dyck received it as fuch, and determined on 


his journey. 


He left a teftimony of refpect and grati- 
tude in the hands of Rubens, in prefenting 
him with two pictures; the one an ‘“ Ecce 
Homo” ; the other, Chrift in the Garden of 
Olives. Thefe jewels were placed in the. 
principal apartment of his mafter, near the 
portrait of his wife, painted by the fame 
hand. Rubens highly extolled thefe works, 
and at his departure, prefented him with the 
beft horfe in his ftable. Van Dyck quitted 
Antwerp for Italy, and in his route, pafling 
Savelthem, a village near Bruffels, became 


enamoured 


mee. 


enamoured of a beautiful girl, who fo far 
engaged his affections, as nearly to put him 
from his purpofe of proceeding on his jour- 
ney; but through the interceffion of Ru- 
bens, and other friends, he was induced to 
break the fetters of love, and feek another 
miftrefs, who at leaft brought him more laft- 
ing fame. 


His ftay at the village was fo long as to 
induce him, through the intreaties of this 
damfel, to paint two pictures for the parifh 
church, in one of which he introduced the 
girl’s portrait, with thofe of her father and 
mother. 


It is fomewhat extraordinary, that this 
picture was clandeftinely removed, and fo fe- 
cretly, that whither it went, or by whom 
conveyed, has never been difcovered. 
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He proceeded on his way to Venice, where 
Titian and Veronefe became his favourite 
models. From thence he went to Genoa, 
where he foon gave fuch marks of his fupe- 
rior talents in portrait, from the graceful air 
of his heads, clearnefs in his colouring, and 
beauty of his carnation tints, as to leave him 
in the art unrivalled, and to Nature alone 


he held the mirror of Truth. 


Fame and riches were the attendants on 
his fuperior excellence, and with them much 
rivalfhip, which withered on an attempt at 


competition. 


From Genoa he vifited Rome, where he 
painted that well-known portrait of Cardinal 
Bentivoglio, for whom he likewife finifhed 
feveral pictures both in hiftory and portrait. 
He then went into Sicily, where he painted 
the portrait of Prince Phillibert of Savoy. At 
Palermo, he left feveral pictures unfinifhed, 


being 


nee 
being driven thence by the ravage of the 
plague. He revifited Genoa on his return 
to Antwerp, where, on his arrival, the rapid 
improvement he acquired from the Italian 
{chools, was foon diftinguifhed by the ad- 


mirers of the art. 


YeT with all this blaze of excellence, 
there were perfons {till ignorant of his me- 
rit, from a circumftance recorded of his 
being employed by the Canons of the Col- 
lege at Courtray to paint a grand altar for 
their church, which he finifhed at Antwerp, 
and having fent home, requefted to attend 
himfelf to fix it up the next day, urging that 
they would be better able to judge of the 
effect. But how great muft have been his 
aftonifhment, when he found both himfelf 
and his work treated by the Chapter with 
the utmoft contempt, and an abfolute ne- 
gative put on its being hung up there. In 
this ftate they quitted the apartment; and 

the 


( 62 ) 


the only confolation he had was from a monk 
who remained behind, and who affured him 
all would not be loft, for the canvas might 
be applied to other purpofes. The picture 
was at length, with much difficulty, placed 
at the altar, and he was paid, but with fo ill 
a grace that he never forgot the infult. 


Pustic opinion foon convinced the Ca- 
nons of their ignorance; and to repair the 
injury done him, they requefted he would 
paint two other altar-pieces; to which he 
replied, he had had enough of the ignorance 
of his employers at Courtray, and wifhed in 


future to paint for men, not affes. 


HousBRAKEN mentions, that, about this 
time, Rubens offered him his eldeft daugh- 
ter in marriage, which he declined, under the _ 
idea of revifiting Italy ; but others fufpec 
his partiality for the mother was a bar to 


the connection. 


THE 


(e837) 


Tue envy and farcafms of his contempo- 
raries are faid to have been the motives for 
his quitting Antwerp, which he did, for the 
Hague, where he painted the family of Fre- 
deric, Prince of Orange, as well as thofe of 
the Nobility, &c. He then vifited England, 
where his fuccefs did not equal his expecta- 
tion any more than it had done in France. 
Thence he returned to Antwerp, where he 
was employed in many capital works. He 
was again folicited to return to England, 
which at firft he was unwilling to do; but 
on the folicitation of his warm friend, Sir 
Kenelm Digby, he confented, and was by 
him introduced to the King, who gracioutly . 
received him, and prefented him with his 
portrait, richly ornamented with diamonds, 
and a gold chain. He likewife conferred on 
him the honor of knighthood, with a hand- 
fome penfion, and himfelf fixed the prices 
of his piétures; one hundred pounds for a 
whole, and fifty pounds for a half length. 

* THE 


( 64 ) 

Tue King, one day fitting to him for his 
picture, whifpered to the Duke of Norfolk 
fomething relative to the low ftate of his 
finances, and obferving that Van Dyck at- 
tended to their converfation, pleafantly re- 
marked to the artift, ““ And you, Sir An- 
‘“« thony, do you ever feel the want of five 
“ or fix thoufand guilders ?” who replied, 
“ Yes, Sire; an artift who keeps open houfe 
‘‘ for his friends, and open purfe for his 
«* miftreffes, cannot fail to have empty cof- 


“fers,” 


MarGARET oF Bourson, ‘daughter of 
Henri IV. who had a remarkable handfome - 
hand, obferving Van Dyck pay more than 
common attention to it, one day as fhe was 
fitting to him, afked, why he paid fo much 
more refpect to the hand than to the head ? 
He replied, that he hoped to be rewarded by 
that beautiful hand in a degree worthy its 
illuftrious owner. 

In 


LON ay 

In England he rapidly acquired wealth ; 
but the brilliancy of his ftyle of living, 
(keeping an elegant table for all vifitors) 
with a numerous hoft of attendants, and 
above all an entire belief in the power of 
alchymy, foon reduced his fortune, and oc- 
cafioned a decay in his conftitution, which, by 


his friends, it was feared would prove fatal. 


Tur Duke of Buckingham, to reftore his 
health and fortune, and draw him from his 
miftrefles, propofed a marriage. with Maria, 
a daughter of Lord Ruthven, a Peer of Scot- 
land, whofe beauty and accomplifhments ac- 
corded with her high birth. The marriage was 
confummated, and they returned to Antwerp. 
He foon after vifited Paris, as it is faid, with 
a wifh to be employed in fome public work ; 
but Pouffin having arrived a fhort time be- 
fore him, from Rome, he was previoufly en- 
gaged to paint the gallery of the Louvre. 
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Van Dyck, however, according to Mr. Wal- 
pole, “ was not totally unemployed there, 
« having painted two {mall pictures in chiaro 
* fcuro, evidently defigned for altar pieces, 
“« reprefenting Anne of Auftria, and fome 
«© monkifh prieft.” Thefe two pictures are 
now in my poffeffion, having purchafed them 
at the Dutchefs of Bridgewater’s fale, in 
1778. ‘The etchings were made by me about 
three years fince, but having never been 
made public, I prefume (though rather 
foreign to the work) they will not prove 
unacceptable to the amateur, and collectors 
of the works of Van Dyck. 


ArTerR a refidence of two months in 
Paris, he returned to England, where 4 fhort 
time after he loft a daughter, in her infancy, 
which was foon followed by a rapid decline 
in his conftitution. Overcome with infir- 
mity, and a debilitated habit, he funk under 
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a confumption on the gth of December, 
1641, aged forty-two. He was buried on 
the 11th at Saint Paul’s Church, near the 
tomb of John of Gaunt. He left a daughter, 
who married Mr. Stepney, then a ftudent of 
Oxford, and from whom Sir John Stepney 
is defcended. 


Tue King is faid to have been much 
troubled at his ill ftate of health, and to 
have offered a confiderable reward to any of 


the faculty who could procure him relief. 


Tue early exit of this extraordinary genius 
affords matter of aftonifhment, when we 
confider the number of his works ; but with 
fuch rare talents, rapidity of pencil, and in- 
tenfe application, what could he not at- 
chieve? He is faid frequently to have 
painted a portrait in one day, beginning 
early in the morning, and detaining his fitter 
to dinner, the better to difcriminate the 

io chara¢ter 


<a Ya Nasa in 4 birth tl se hee Woe OV WM EET) oth eo OI SSS ON TE EF ol 


ee 


Cpa eae 


maseN ITT) 


- PAS YE 


i 
t 
A 
: 
p 
| 


( 
i 


( 68 ) 


charaéter and mind of the object, renewing 


and finifhing his work in the afternoon. 


Tue fuperiority over his mafter in por- 
trait was allowed by his cotemporaries, even 
his rivals; and if he was inferior in hiftory, 
it is but juftice to fuppofe that more appli- 
cation in that line would have led him nearer 


to the excellence of his great preceptor. 


Havine faid fo much of the firft difciple 
of Rubens, it will perhaps be thought par- 
tial not to mention a few other names, 
among his many pupils, who having caught 
fome of the divine enthufiafm of their matter, . 
{hould not remain entirely unnoticed. The el- 
der Teniers, though inferior to his fon, was an 
artift of very high eminence. He was born 
at Antwerp in 1582, and had the good for- 
tune to be placed very early as a difciple to 
Rubens, by whom he was highly efteemed. 
He finifhed his ftudies at Rome, and formed 


an 


( #9 -) 
an agreeable {tyle, perfectly his own. His fub- 


jects were ufually converfations, laboratories 
of chymifts, feftivities, fairs, &c. He died, 
aged fixty-feven, and left behind a fon, who 


was born in this city in 1610. His firft in- 


{tructions he received from his father, but it 
was from Rubens he obtained a true tafte in 
the art of colouring, as well as harmonizing 
and management of his pictures. He was pa- 


tronized by the Archduke Leopold, who pre- 


fented him with his portrait and a chain of 


gold. The King of Spain likewife conferred 
on him many marks of peculiar attention, 


among others, the building a gallery for the 


reception of his works, was not the leaft. 
Chriftina, Queen of Sweden, prefented him 
with her portrait, and paid every flattering 


attention to this charming artift; whofe 


rapidity of pencil, clearnefs of colouring, and 


animated difpofition and grouping in his 
{mall figures, ftand unrivalled in any age or 
country. He is faid to have painted many 


of 


oe . a ie I 7 i ; [ors tard ata WN A 
(sale WEE RO AEE ML er I OSSD DM OL AN EO NN 
lox ot — ay Ae VS EHV r = { é 


mecsicy 


foe a te 


ee ae 


f 

{ 

» 
ant 
! 

| 


l. 


eo 
of his fimall landfcapes, with a multitude of 
figures, in one day, which muft be allowed, 
or he could not have accomplifhed fo many 
works as we find exifting from his pen- 
cil. He frequently obferved with a laugh, 
that if his works were all collected together, 
they would require a gallery two miles in 


length to contain them. 


His happy imitations of the manner and 
{tyle of almoft every painter he had {feen, 
may be accounted for from his having co- 
pied fo many fine works in the Arch- — 
duke Leopold’s gallery. 


Many of his pafticcios are fo fuperlatively 
managed as to deceive even the warmeft ad- 
mirers of Rubens, and others whom he imi- 
tated. But it was not from the manners of 
artifts he eftablifhed his fame. Nature was 
his principal object, her he fought in retire- 
ment, and found among the lower clafles, 


thofe 


(Sets) 


thofe traits of character, which, though 


deemed vulgar, have more of truth than is 


to be found in the elegancies of a Court. 


Turis idea induced him to fix on a plea- 
fant village, called Perck, between Mechlin 


and Velvourden, as a refidence, where he 
built a Chateau, named the Three Towers, 
and which we often fee reprefented in his 
landicapes. His village feafts, games, and 
ruftic amufements were all defigned from 
nature, and caught in the happy moment of 
rural feftivity, when fhe “ fcorns fuper- 
** fluous aid.” The attitudes of his charac- 


ters are ever diverfified, and the eye is never 


fated with dull formality, as in the group- 


ing of mere academical figures. Though 


he paffed much of his time with thefe ruftics 
it is not to be underftood they were his 
affociates. His houfe was magnificent, where 
gentlemen of the country, crouds of artifts, 


and amateurs conftantly met, and tendered 


every 
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every flattering mark of their high refpect 


and admiration of his talents. 


Don Joun oF Austria was his difciple 
and friend. Superior talents exalt men, and 
annihilate the diftinctions of rank. The 
Prince efteemed himfelf happy in living in 
habits of the greateft intimacy with the 
artift. Teniers pafled fome time in En- 
gland, where he purchafed many fine pic- 


tures, at the requeft of a Flemifh nobleman.. 


He was made director of the academy at 
Antwerp, in 1644, where he feldom attended. 
Carefled by all ranks of people, but more 
particularly the great, he departed this life — 
at Bruffels, in 1690, aged eighty, and was 
interred in the great church, at the village 
of Perck, where he had paffed the greater 
part of his life. The works and excellence 
of this great artift are too generally known 
to admit of any farther defcription. 


HERE 


‘ \ 


cease) 


Here are but few private collections in 
this city. Mr. Van Aver, a defcendant of 
Rubens, has a well-chofen cabinet of the 
beft mafters, among which is the celebrated 
picture of Rubens’s daughter, known by the 
appellation of Chapeau de Paille, and a 
fuperb landfcape, both painted by him. 


Mapam Perriers has fome good pic- 
tures, among which are eight whole length 
family portraits, by Van Dyck, and a Roman 
Charity, exquifitely painted by Rubens. 


Mr. Van Lanxre has a colleétion wor- 
thy notice. 


At Mr. Bechman’s, a confiderable mer- 
chant, you will find many good pictures ; as 
well as at Mr. Martan’s, a painter, and 


dealer. 
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Ir you have a with to vifit the works of 
living artifts, the following will afford you 
fome entertainment ; Meflrs Wouters, Smey- 
{ters, Omegonk, and Regumorter, all emi- 
nent in landfcape painting, and who will with 
much politenefs, give you every information 
relative to the productions of this great city. 


Adieu ! 
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Lil TER IV. 


MECHLIN. 


DEAR SIR, 


WE left Antwerp about 
ten this morning, and after a pleafant jour- 
ney through a country highly cultivated, ar- 


rived here in time to dinner. 


Mecutin is pleafantly fituated on the 
river Dyle, in the center of Brabant, and is 
the capital of the lordfhip that bears its 
name. It gives the title of Archbifhop 
to the Prelate, who is Primate of the Low 
Countries. The houfes are old, and ill- 
conftruéted. The Parade, or Grande Place 
is fpacious, near which ftands the cathedral 
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( 98" 5) 
dedicated to St. Romboud, a handfome 
Gothic ftructure. The grand altar, as well 
as the inferior ones are of marble, and in a 
very good tafte; they are rich in gold and 


filver decorations. 


Amon the pictures is the Laft Supper, 
by Rubens; it is well compofed, but fo ill- 
coloured that one 1s with difficulty perfuaded 
that it could have been the work of that 


great matter. 


AgBove the communion table, on the 
right and left are two fmall pictures by the 
fame hand, but in a very fuperior ftyle: one 


reprefents the entrance of Chrift into Jeru- 


falem ; and the other, his wafhing the Apof- 


tles feet. 


AT the end of the chapel is a large pic- 
ture of a holy family, by A. Bloemart. The 
characters of the heads are very fine; but 

there 


eye) 


there is a hardnefs in the draperies, and a 
want of effect, that renders it on the whole 


unpleafant. 


In the chapel of the painters, behind the 
chor, is a picture of St. Luke painting the 
Virgin and Child, with a figure of Jofeph 
remarking on the fublimity of his models. 
It is painted by Janfens, and has much me- 
rit, but with the fame hardnefs and want of 
effect that mark the former picture. The 
chapel dedicated to the Virgin has a hand- 
fome altar, adorned with variegated marble, 
and executed in a good ftyle. Above is a 


picture by Sneyers. 


Tue collegiate church of Notre Dame is 
in the Gothic {tyle, light and handfome: 
The fculpture of the Apoftles placed againi{t 
the pillars, is well executed, and merits at- 
tention. Under the altar of the Fifh-mer- 
chants chapel are three {mall pictures, by 

Rubens, 


aes 
2, 
=o 


a2 a ne Se at es See = 


Ja 


ee ee 


EY Nn EE OTN NSS aie 


Tas 


Tes a 


reo) 
Rubens, the center is a crucifixion, finifhed 
with the greateft care and precifion. The 
compofition is grand, defign correct, and the 
colouring clear and beautiful, it is worthy 
the pencil of this celebrated artift. With 
thofe on each fide I was not fo much grati- 
fied; the defigns have too much manner, 
and the draperies are hard. A Magdalen 
attended by Angels, painted by Rombouts, 
feems by the heads to have been a picture 
of merit, but fo ill repaired, and fo much of 
it repainted, that, except the heads, little ap- 
pears of the mafter. A landfcape by Huyf- 
mans, and a holy family by Van Hoeck, are 


both in a mediocre ftyle. 


In the church of St. Catherine, the altar 
of St. Jofeph merits notice. The architec- 
ture is good, and the wreathed columns in 
marble have a pleafing effe€t. It is adorned 
with a good picture by Jordaens; the fubject 


ot 
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of which is a holy family, with God the Fa- 
ther fitting in the clouds, furrounded with 
glory. Over the principal altar is a nativity, 
by Quellinus, generally attributed to Van 
Dyck ; it is well defigned and coloured, and 
the radii round the infant caft a charming 
gleam of light on the other figures. Three 
fmall pictures by the fame hand, on reli- 
gious fubjects, have great merit. ‘Two or 
three others by Lucas Francois, Moreelfe, 
&ic. have been fo neglected, and parched 
by the fun, as to be no longer objects 
of notice. Over the principal altar in the 
church of St. John, is the adoration of the 
Magi, by Rubens, very correctly drawn, 
but not painted with the facility obfervable 
in his beft pictures. Underneath are three 
fmall ones by the fame hand; on one fide, 
the birth of Chrift; in the center, the cru- 
cifixion; and on the other fide, his refur- 
rection. Thefe excellent pictures have been 


fo fhamefully abufed, that at the firft 
glance, 
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glance the mafter is not difcernible. St. 
Roch relieving the fick, by Francois, is a 
picture of infinite merit, moft correétly 
defigned, and beautifully coloured. A Mag- 
dalen, by Janfens, and the infant Jefus, by 
Van Loon, in the facrifty, are worthy no- 
tice. 


You muft not omit feeing the church of 
the Récollets, in which you will find three 
pictures, by Van Dyck, well worthy obferva- 
tion: a crucifixion over the grand altar; 
and on each fide St. Anthony and St. Bona- 
venture. The Martyrs of Gorcum, painted 
by David Teniers, junior, at the requeft of his 
fon, who was a monk of this convent, have " 
great merit ; each figure is enclofed within a 


garland of flowers, painted by another hand. 


In the convent of the Capuchins are three 
pictures by Gafper de Crayer, Gerard Seg- 
hers, and Martin De Vos. .In thofe of the 

Auguftines, 


(2 oa) 
Auguftines, and the Dominicans, you will 
find little worthy remark; the good fathers 
of the former were poffeffed a few years fince 
of a moft beautiful picture by Rubens, 
which they were tempted to ftrip from the 
altar by a handfome lucrative offer from a 


connoiffeur of Bruffels. 


In the chapel of the convent of the order 
of St. Barnard, are fome good pictures by 
Theodore Van Thulden, and others, forming 
a pleafing cabinet, to heighten the devotion 


of the fair pofleffors. 


Tue fagade of the Jefuits church is of 
the Corinthian order, and by much the moft 
beautiful building in this city; its greateft 
fault is being furcharged with figures, and 
ornaments foreign to the order in which it 
is built. The inner parts of the building 
are not inferior to the outer. The roof is 

Vox. Il. L vaulted 
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vaulted in an oval form, highly embel- 

lifhed with ornaments, and fupported by a | 
double row of pillars of the Jonic order, in 
a light elegant tafte. The choir is decorated 
with near twenty pictures, reprefenting the 
hiftory of St. Francis De Xavier, many of 
which have infinite merit. They are painted 
by Quellinus, Eyckens, Blendef, Coffiers, 


Lucas Francois, &c. 


In one of the inner apartments of the 
college is a fine picture by Van Dyck; the 
death of St. Francis; the expreffion of the 
head is exquifitely fine. A flower piece, 
moft charmingly finifhed, by Father Seghers, _ 
enclofing a portrait of St. Francis, by his 
brother Gerard: likewife a piece of fruit and 


game, by Snyders, are in the fame apartment. 


In the other churches in this city I found 
little worthy remark, except in the convent 


of 


| a8) 
of Leliendael, where near the entrance of 
the church are placed two pictures of St. 
Peter and St. Paul, by Jordaens, coloured 
and defigned, equal to Rubens, and the cha- 
racters marked in the firft file of greatnefs 
and fublimity. 


WE were highly entertained at the houfe 
of Mr. Harens, an excellent painter of hif- 
tory, whofe merits have been very defervedly 
noticed by fome perfons of fafhion, tra- 
velling from England, by whom he has 
been favoured with feveral handfome com- 


miffions in the hiftorical line. 


AMONG many painters whom this city 
has produced, I cannot think myfelf juftified 
in quitting it without mentioning that ex- 
cellent artift, Frank Hals, who was born 
here in 1584. He is faid to have been a dif- 
ciple of Charles Van Mander, and applied 
himfelf fo arduoufly to the ftudy of nature 
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as to find no competitor, except Van Dyck, 
whom he equalled in every thing, but clear- 
nefs and delicacy of colouring. While Hals 
refided at Haerlem, Van Dyck is faid to have 
gone purpofely to vifit him, and calling as if 
by accident, to view his pictures, defired to 
fit for his portrait, which, as he had only 
two hours to ftay, muft be painted imme- 
diately. Hals began with his ufual rapidity, 
and fucceeded fo well, that he defired Van 
Dyck to view its progrefs; which he did, 
and obferved that painting feemed to him fo 
eafy, that he thought he could paint a por- 
trait himfelf; and defiring Hals to give him 
the pallet and pencils, begged him to fit, 
which he complied with, and in a quarter ~ 
of an hour he produced a fketch, which 
threw the artift into fuch an extafy, that he 
rapturoufly exclaimed, it could only be Van 
Dyck himfelf, who had honoured him with 


a vilit. 


FRANK 
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Frank Hats in his life and manners 
was as diffipated, as he was excellent in his 
profeffion ; he is faid to have been almoft 
every night in a ftate of intoxication, at 
fome neighbouring tavern, whence it became 
regularly the bufinefs of his pupils to con- 
duct him home to bed. In this ftate of 
ebriety he would frequently fall to prayers, 
which were fo loud as to be heard all over the 
houfe ; his ejaculation often concluding with 
“© Oh Lord! take me quickly to thy higheft 
heaven.” ‘The pupils, among whom was 
that excellent artift, Adrian Brouwer, having 
determined on a joke, at the expence of their 
matter, contrived fo to fix fome ropes under 
his bed, as in the midft of his prayer to 
draw him up to the cieling ; which Hals per- 
ceiving, he roared out luftily, ‘‘ not quite 
“© fo foon, O Lord! I fhall be glad to ftay 
“‘ here a little longer.” He was afterwards 


heard to pray, but never expreffled a wifh to 
be 
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be taken hence fo fuddenly. This celebrated 


painter was much intreated by Van Dyck to 


vifit England; but his love of indolence and 


the bottle prevailed over his intereft and 
ambition, and he died in indigence, at the 
age of eighty, leaving a numerous family, all 


painters or muficians, who lived and died 


much in the manner of their parent, but 
without his excellence. Van Dyck frequent- 
ly faid of him, that had he painted with 
more delicacy, he would have been the firft 


artift in the world. His beft works, as I 


have obferved in a former letter, are to be 
found at Delft and Haerlem. By the facility 
of his pencil, his pictures, as may be fuppofed, 


are very numerous, and defervedly hold a 


place in the beft collections. 


WE pafled our day agreeably in this city. 


The polite attention of fome officers in the 


imperial fervice, with whom we dined, con- 


tributed 


) 


87 
tributed not a little to our information 
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gave additional pleafure to the novelty of 


We intend fleeping at Bruffels 


the fcene. 


this evening, which is about twelve miles 


diftant. 


Adieu ! 
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BRUSSELS. 


DEAK &IR, 


"THE toad from Mechlin 
to this city is fpacious, and the adjacent 
{cenery enlivened with villas, and pleafure 
gardens of the nobility and principal in- 
habitants. The laft fix miles has the addi- 
tion of the river Senne, agreeably meander- 
ing on the one fide, while on the other 
the road is enlivened with a number of ele- 
gant carriages perpetually pafling towards 
the city. 


Near the village of Vilvorden, a charm- 
ing fpot about midway from Mechlin, Da- 
vid Teniers, the younger, fixed his refidence, 

Mov.. II. M and 


(= goua) 


and built a handfome villa, the reprefentation 


of which we often fee in his landfcapes, but 


there is not any veftige of it remaining at 
prefent. The beauties of the neighbouring 
country, indeed, ftill afford a fcene worthy 
the eye of an artift. 


Brussets ftands on the brow of an eafy 


afcent, with every advantage of fcenery, 


that a variegated country, well fertilized and 


watered, can produce. The beauties of its 
fituation cannot be better afcertained than 


from the price of the land within ten miles, 


which, I am told, fells for forty years pur- 
chafe. Bruflels is the capital of Brabant, 


and the Auftrian Netherlands; it is in an 


oval form, about four miles in circumfe- 


rence, and is furrounded by a well forti- 
fied wall. 


Turs city, fo much talked of, and held in 


fuch eftimation, did not at firft entrance 
equal 
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equal our expectation. In the old parts of 
the town the ftreets are narrow, and the 
houfes far from elegant; but what is called 
the park is certainly a handfome fpot, confi- 
dered either as a promenade, or place of refi- 
dence. The inhabitants are well fupplied 
with water from public fountains, which are 
not, in many inftances, fo delicate in point 
of defign as might have been expected in a 


city, polifhed by the refidence of a Court. 


THE Hotel De Ville is a large handfome 
building, and has many fpacious apartments, 
once occupied by the magiftrates, &c. for the 
difpatch of public bufinefs ; but at prefent, 
from the diftracted ftate of politics in this 
country, it is fhut up; and the people loud- 
ly complain of the violation of their privi- 
leges, civil and religious. Where this enmity 
between the people and the Sovereign will 
end, is not eafy to determine; but from the 
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apparent averfion of the inhabitants to 
the military, nothing fhort, I prefume, of 
civil commotion can take place. Courters 
are hourly paffing, and every thing feems 


to forebode a civil war. 


AsoutT ten days fince, I am informed, 
that while the General was reviewing the 
troops, he exclaimed, “ Now my lads, 
« fhould the prefent emergencies call you 
‘ out to real action, I hope you will not, 
“ like poltroons, defert your Sovereign, as 
«the French have done?” On which:a 
French deferter, in the front ranks, lifted up 
his fabre, and aimed a blow at the General, 
which not taking effect, he was inftantly 
feized, and hanged. The General’s fpeech, 
however, fo irritated many of thé officers, 
who were French, that they attacked him in 
the ftreet foon after, and {tabbing him, put 
a period to his exiftence. | 
WHAT 
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Wuart the arts may fuffer in future from 
thefe political diffentions, I know not, but the 
prefent inconvenience is certainly great, as 
all the public chambers of the city are now 
imacceffible. I am told they contain fome 


excellent pictures. 


We laft night vifited the Theatre, which 
was built in 1700, by the Prince of Bavaria. 
It is much to be admired for its elegance 
and decorations. The accommodations in 
the boxes, to the proprietors, where they 
have fires, deferts, &c. are not among the 


leaft of their advantages. 


Tue churches are, in point of external 


beauty, much inferior to thofe of Antwerp. 


THE morning proving very fine, we made 
an excurfion about four miles from the city, 
to the chateau of Prince Saxen Tefchen 
(who married the Emperor’s fifter) ; it 1s a 


handfome | 


( ofa 


handfome {tone edifice, began and finifhed 
within the laft fix years, and ftands on an 
eminence, commanding a fine view of Bruf- 
fels, and its vicinity. The apartments are 
fuperb, and enriched with fome beautiful 
Seve Porcelain, prefented by the Queen of 
France: but amongft its ornaments pictures 
have not found a place. In the center of 
the gardens (which are thoroughly in the 
Dutch tafte) is a pagoda, of great height, 
commanding a very extenfive profpect. From 
the pavilion I made the annexed fketch of 


Bruflels, and the adjacent country. 


On our return we viewed the palace, 
which has been lately built on the fpot 
where the old one formerly ftood, which was 
deftroyed by fire, and contained a fine col- 
lection of pictures; at prefent it boafts no 
fuch decoration ; but the colleétion of prints 
is numerous, and well-chofen. ‘The apart- 
ments in general are large, and fome of them 


magnificent ; 
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magnificent; but in the day time have a 
{trange appearance, from the narrownefs of 
the adjacent ftreets, and contiguous build- 
ings, which are fhabby, and inhabited by 
the loweft orders of the people. It may 
truly be faid here “ That the toe of the 
“* peafant comes fo near the heels of the 
“ courtier, he galls his kibe.” The floors are 
inlaid with box, and the ftair-cafe is magni-~ 
ficently decorated by Triefte, with paintings 
of birds, beafts, &c. 


Amon the churches I fhall firft men- 
tion that of St. James, or, as it is called, St. 
Caudenburgh, which, from the fuperior ex- 
cellence of one piéture, by Rubens, firft de- 
ferves attention; it reprefents the Virgin 
fitting, who is attiring the Cardinal Ildefonfo 
to celebrate the mafs ; he is attended by four 
beautiful female figures, and above are An- 
gels, who are joining hands, as if forming a 
dance. The compofition is rich, and the 
heads in particular are gracefully defigned ; 

the 
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the carnations are peculiarly rich and glow- 


ing; and the draperies broad, and in a great 


{tyle. The tranfparency of colouring, that ge- 


nerally pervades the picture, renders it a chef 
d’ceuvre of that mafter. On each fide this 


picture are two folding wings ; that on the 


right reprefents the Archdutchefs Infanta 


[fabella; and near her is St. Elizabeth; on 


the left wing is a portrait of the Archduke 
Albert on his knees, which I think preferable 
to the female figure on the other fide. Ru- 
bens has fhewn a clofe attention to nature in 


thefe pictures; and they remain excellent 


models for the ftudy of an artift or amateur. 


It is worthy obfervation, that on the reverfe 


was painted a holy family, which has been 
feparated by the faw of an ingenious me- 


chanic, and now forms a complete picture, 


which, though inferior to many of the pro- 


duéctions of this mafter, fill much merit is 


due to the care and attention in reftoring 


even the flighteft touch of his pencil. 
In 


(eo0n 4 


In the middle of the choir is a well- 
executed maufoleum, of Francis, fon of the 
Emperor Maximillian, in black and white 


marble. 


Tue altar of the Virgin is likewife of 
marble, and enriched with many precious 
relicks, prefented by the credulous inhabi- 


tants of Bois le Duc, about a century ago, 


In the church of the Annunciates, over a 
handfome marble altar, is the adoration, by 
Rubens ; it is in fine prefervation, correctly 
defigned, and coloured with amazing tranf- 
parency. It is faid to have been the gift 
of the Infanta Ifabella, who founded this 


church. 


In the chapel of Count Salazar are fix 
pictures, by Janfens, Van Helmont, &c. 
worthy notice. Likewife one by Gafper De 
Crayer, at the altar of the Holy T rinity ; 
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painted with great delicacy, and in a fine 


filver tone of colouring. 


Tue collegiate church of St. Gudule is 
fituated on an eminence, near the gate of 
Louvain, and is the handfomeft ftructure in 
the city ; we here faw the Prince Bifhop of 
Mechlin (who is a Cardinal, and the only 
Metropolitan in the Low Countries) affifting 
at the grand Mafs, which, when finifhed, he 
with unbounded liberality diftributed his 
bleffing to an immenfe number of the lower 
orders of the enthufiafts, who, on their 
knees had formed an alley to receive that, 
which, alas! when granted, afforded neither 
of the effentials they feemed to want—food 


and raiment. 


Tuis church contains many good pic- 
tures, one by Gafper de Crayer will claim 
your attention; the fubjeét is, Chrift bear- 
ing his crofs, and at his feet the four peni- 


tents. 
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tents. The head of the Magdalen is of ex- 
quifite beauty. 


Over the monument of Mary Ann Schotti 
is her portrait, by Wan Dyck, in his beft 


manner. 


On entering the chapel of the Holy Sa- 
crament is a picture by Rubens, St. Peter 
receiving the keys from Chrift; it is in fuch 
excellent prefervation, that it feems juft re- 
moved from the eafel of the artift. The 
filver tabernacle is, on one certain day in 
the year, moft fumptuoufly decorated with 
relicks, and precious ftones of immenfe value. 
I fhall go no farther into a detail of the 
pictures here, which are numerous, and will 


amply gratify the attention of the amateur. 


In this church were held the afiemblies of 
the order of the Golden-fleece ; the firft was 
under its founder Philip le Bon, ann. 1435 ; 
the fecond under Philip le Beau, 1501; and 

Na the 
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the third, under Charles the Fifth, in 1516. 


Behind the Canons ftalls are painted the 
arms of the Knights of the order. 


AmoncG the monuments in the center of 
the choir is one of John, the Second Duke 


of Brabant, who was interred here with his 


Dutchefs, Margaret, daughter of Edward, 


King of England. 


In the church of the Carmes Déchauffeés 
are three pictures, by Rubens, which, from 
your partiality to that great mafter, I pre- 


fume you will not think unworthy notice. 


In the church of the Capuchins are {e- 


veral of the works of Gerard Seghers, Van 


Dyck, Rubens, and Bakereel; by the latter 


are fome fine pictures, which, in my opinion, 


eftablifh his fame, equal at leaft to many of 
the firft artifts produced in the Flemifh 


{chool. He was a native of Antwerp, and 


difciple 
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difciple of Rubens; and ranked fo high in 
his profefiion, that on quitting his mafter, he 
rivalled Van Dyck, and the fuperiority, in 
the opinions of many, remains {till unde- 
cided. He is faid, by his biographers, to 
have had a happy turn for poetry, but 
making choice of a dangerous fubject for his 
fatire (the Jefuits) they perfecuted him with 
fuch a degree of rancour, as to induce him 


to quit his ‘country. 


In the church of Notre Dame is the monu- 
ment of Peter Brughel, who was a native of 
this place, and known by the name of the Hel- 
lifh Brughel, from the difgufting choice of his 
fubjects, which obfcures that merit, he other- 
wife poflefled. Over this monument is a pic- 


ture of Rubens, but it is not in his beft ftyle. 


In traverfing this city you will find fome 
good pictures, in the church of the Mag- 
dalen, and the chapel of St. Ann. 

In 
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In the Jefuits church are two fine whole 
length figures, larger than life, by Rubens, 
of St. Xavier, and St. Ignatius. The heads - 


and hands feem to rival nature; the defign 


is excellent, and the colouring in the beft 
time of the mafter ; more cannot be faid in 


praife of thefe pictures, than may be drawn 


from the numerous copies of artifts of emi- 


nence, who have thought them worthy their 


peculiar ftudy. 


In the other churches are many good pic- 
tures, but I flatter myfelf I have conducted 
you to thofe which poffefs the greateft excel- 


lence, and my unwillingnefs to fatigue you 


in the recital will fufficiently plead my apo- 
logy in quitting this fubject. 


In our refearches after private collections, 


we were much difappointed; as, except in 


the hands of the church, (whence nothing 


can force what is excellent, but a revolution 


in 
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in the ftate) little is to be met with to call 


your attention; except in the following ca- 
binets. 


Tue Duc D’Aremberg’s, Monfieur Coque- 
raux, Mr. Donkars, and Mr. Liffe, a mer- 
chant, who has a felection of the works of 
Cuyp, Mieris, Wouvermans, Vandevelde, 
Oftade, and other principal Dutch matters. 
You will likewife find a very fine portrait, 
by Van Dyck. 


OF artifts this city has produced but few 
who have attained eminence. Vandermeu- 
len, the companion and flatterer of Louis 
the Fourteenth, was born here in 1634, 
and {tudied under Peter Snayers, where he 
made a rapid progrefs in the arts, and was 
early marked by Monfieur Colbert, as a pro- 
per perfon to perpetuate the pompous at- 
chievements, and difplay the gaudy heroes 
of his mafter’s council of war, where the 


painter 
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painter frequently, as Prior obferves of Boi- 


leau ‘“ makes Louis take the wall of Jove.” 


With very great merit as an artift, we regret 
that he lived at a period when the flimfy 


fafhion in the drefs of the times gave a 


perpetual famenefs to his pictures, and the 


merits of the painter, as well as the hero, 


were eclipfed by perriwig and feather. He 


died at Paris, in the zenith of applaufe and 


good fortune, at the age of fifty-fix. 


Van TitpureG was likewife born here, in 


1625; an artift of confiderable merit. His 
fubjeéts are generally from the loweft fcenes 


in nature, and his manner not unlike Brower, 


but in the delicacy of his pencil he was 


much his inferior. 


I cannot clofe this letter without adding 


the name of John, or as he 1s called, Velvet 


Breughel, a native of this city, born in 1589, 
whofe minute and delicate attention to na- 


ture, 
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ture, in flowers, landfcapes, and figures, de- 
fervedly place his works in the firft cabinets 
in Europe. Superior teftimonies of his ex- 
cellence cannot be adduced. than from his 
working conjointly with Rubens, Van Dyck, 
Van Balen, Rottenhamer, Steenwyck, &c. 
The principal fault to be found in his works 
is in the bluenefs of his diftance, which is 
a tint rarely found in nature. His pictures 
in his life-time brought great prices, and he 
is faid to have acquired much wealth. 
Being fond of fplendid apparel, it is not 
improbable, but that from his winter drefs, 
which was ‘chiefly velvet, he acquired the 
appellation of Velvet Breughel; others im- 
pute the epithet to the high-finifhing of his 
pictures. 


Or living artifts the number is very fmall, 
Mr. De Glim, a hiftory painter; the two 
brothers, Mefirs. Lens, in hiftory and_por- 
trait; and Mr. De Roy, a good landfcape 

Wishes JHE, O painter, 
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painter, are all the names I could obtain as 


worthy notice. 


DreM me not too partial to my own 
country, when, on the comparifon, I feel a 
pleafure in contemplating the exalted ftate 
of the arts in England, over their languid 
and unpatronized fituation in the countries 
I have paffed through ; countries which once 


derived unbounded fame in the liberal adop- 


_ tion and protection of the fine arts. 


Adieu ! 
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we) LETTER VI. 


Sa,‘ 
ay) VALENCIENNES. 
DEAR SIR, 

7 . We left Bruflels early 


in “the morning, and reached the city of 
Mons, which is twenty-two miles, in good 
time to dinner. 


Tue road i 1s exceedingly pleafant, and the 
country well fertilized. At fome diftance 
we paffed a village, called Wilderyck, ren- 
dered famous from Rubens having fixed his 
refidence there, and building an elegant cha- 
teau, of which, on enquiry, we were informed 
no traces are remaining. 


O 2 Mons 
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Mons will afford little entertainment to 


the connoiffeur, no art but that of war 


having flourifhed here. It is the capital of 


the province of Hainault, and about the 
fame diftance from Tournay, as from Bruf- 
fels. It ftands on an eminence, near the 


confluence of the rivers Haines and Trouille, 


and has made no inconfiderable figure in the 


hiftory of the wars within the laft century. 


In the church we found only one picture 
worth attention ; it is a crucifixion, by Jor- 


daens. 


Havine dined, and fixed on our route 


to this place, we determined, for the fake of 


novelty, to take one ftage in the diligence, 


which then prefented itfelf at the door of 


our hotel; it holds twelve perfons, and 


== 


moves at the rate of about four miles an 


hour. Such a heterogeneous medley were 
{carce ever aflembled. ‘The lower orders of 


the people in this country are not remarkable 


for 
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for their attentions to the decorums of clean- 
lnefs ; and you may conceive, that a mixed 
company of both fexes, crouded together in a 
clumfy trundling vehicle, in which the cha- 
racteriftic habits of each were freely in- 
dulged, could not be very pleafant to an 
Englifhman. We were fairly fmoked out 
of all patience, and we left it in difguit. 
Our mifery did not end here, for by fome 
unlucky circumftance the baggage was left 
at Mons, which we did not difcover til] 
we had got about nine miles; a diftance 
fo great in this country, that it was with 
difficulty recovered in twenty-four hours ; 
and we feel ourfelves fortunate in obtaining 
it at all, as on its undergoing the ordeal of 
the Barrier, about fix miles diftant, on 
leaving the Auftrian territories, fuch is their 
averfion to the Hollanders, that on dif. 
covering a few packs of contraband Dutch 
cards, value fixpence, in our trunks, the 
whole was very near being confifcated. 


VALEN~ 


sow gece We NA AT Ne Nos SS KA 


{ iro } 


VALENCIENNES is pleafantly fituated in a 
valley, on the Schelde, it is well fortified, and 


the country around it might be eafily laid 


under water, in cafe of a fiege. The cathedral 
is old, and in a very ill ftyle of building ; and 
the Town-houfe, in the center of the grande 


place, not much fuperior. 


Great jealoufy and diffatisfaction feems 


to exift between the people and the troops. 


The citizens mount guard every day, and are 
relieved every twelve hours. ‘They wear the 


national uniform, and bear their military 


fatigue with much patience. 


Tuer Duke of Orleans’ regiment was re- 
viewed this evening, and made a very fine 


appearance. In paffing the market place, in 


the morning, we were ftruck with a fingular 


ceremony ; the degradation of a Monfieur 


Doricourt, Lord of Orpenden, the head of a 
very confiderable family, and great connec- 


tions 
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tions in the neighbourhood; who, with two 
others, had extorted from the Superior of a 
rich abbey, a few leagues diftant, the fum of 
a hundred thoufand livres, under pretence of 
applying it to the exigencies of the city. 
His colleagues were apprehended and executed 
fome time fince ; but not being able to dif- 
cover Monfieur Doricourt, the cuftom of 
France is, after a certain time, to hang the 
offender in effigy; accordingly a gibbet is 
erected in the public market-place, and about 
noon a print or drawing of the culprit is 
fufpended to it, and the principal magiftrate, 
with proper attendants, reads aloud the nature 
of his crimes, denouncing a kind of outlawry, 
and forewarning all perfons under fevere 
pains and penalties, to harbour or counte- 
nance him: from that inftant the wife and 
children are likewife degraded, and rendered 
equally obnoxious to fociety, as the perpe- 
trator of the crime. This, I am told, is lite- 


rally 
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rally the cafe with the unfortunate family of 


the offending parent, which confifts of a 


wife and four children; the daughters well 


accomplifhed, and highly efteemed. No com- 
ment is neceflary on the rigid and. cruel fen- 


tence of this law. 


Among tthe religious houfes, which are 


numerous, I found little worthy the attention 
of the connoifleur. The manufacture of 
lace here is faid to be confiderable; but by 
the hoft of beggars we have been peftered 


with, I prefume it is on the decline. 


I cannot quit this place without men- 
tioning the name of Anthony Watteau, who 
was born here in 1684. Knowledge of his 


art ranks him equal to moft other artifts in 


drawing, and beauty in colouring; in the 
latter of which Rubens was certainly his mo- 
del, whofe rich and warm tone of colouring 

he 
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he never quitted ; but the completion of his 
education having been in the Opera Houfe, 
at Paris, not in the Theatre of Nature, his 


figures are all too much {killed in the dance, 


and his trees feem determined not to be a jot 
behind in the accomplifhments of art. We 
regret that neceflity forced him into fuch a 
fituation, as at once to vitiate his tafte, and 


impair his conftitution. 


From ill health he was induced to vifit 
England, for the advice, it is faid, of Dr. 
Mead. He was there but little known as 


a painter, nor are his works even at this 


day fo much fought after as they are in 


France, where they bring very high prices. 
He was fo careful in his outline, that he 
ufually drew in his figures with a fine black 
lead pencil, which I have frequently feen in 
fome of his damaged pictures. He died at 
the age of thirty-feven. 


Vor. Ii. iL THis 
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THs city, though large, has not pro- 
duced many artifts, nor does it feem to en- 
courage, in any degree, the fine arts from 
other countries; we fhall therefore quit it 
early to morrow morning, in our way to 


Peronne. - 
Adieu ! 
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LETTER VII. 


PERONNE. 


DEAR SIR, 


WE teached this place 
laft night, after a very pleafant ride, and ar- 
rived at Cambray, about twenty-four miles 
from Valenciennes, juft in time to attend the 
grand mafs, which was performed in the 


New Church, a modern well built ftructure. 


Tue pageantry and fhew of the ceremony 
certainly received much addition from the 
military band of mufic which accompanied 
the regiment, and gave a kind of vigour 
and exhilaration to the fenfes, making as 


it were 


“ The foul dance on a jig to Heaven.” 
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I wit not anfwer for the fincerity of 


the congregation, but there is at leaft more 


appearance of devotion here, than with us. 


Tue fervice being ended, we looked into 
the church of Notre Dame, a plain mafly 
building, in the Gothic ftyle, faid to have 


been erected about the year 1149. The in- 
fide is entirely of marble. At the various 


altars in this cathedral are many precious 


relicks ; but the one held moft in efteem is 


a picture of Notre Dame, painted, as it is 


faid, by St. Luke; it is kept in a curious 


cafe, ornamented with filver, &c. and only 


opened on certain days, to gratify the credu- 
lous. I cannot fpeak to its authenticity, 
but I truft that St. Luke was a better Saint 


than a painter. 


Amone the pictures here I found no- 


thing particularly excellent to attract notice, 
but a feries of paintings, by Mr. Gerard, late 
of 


( 3117) 
of Antwerp, in chiaro fcuro. The fubject, 
the hiftory of the New Teftament. They 
are the beft things of the kind I have ever 
feen. The artift has been dead but a few 
years, and has left many works of excellence, 


which will perpetuate his fame in the arts. 


THE convents and religious inftitutions 
here are numerous, but we vifited only few 
of them, having been told they abounded 
more in priefts than pictures, which, if Dry- 
den’s aphorifm be true, that 


“© Priefts of all denominations are the fame,” 


could afford no great novelty. It is {carcely 
neceflary to tell you, that this city is the ca- 
pital of the Cambrefis, in the French Nether- 
lands, is well fortified, and deemed one of 
the ftrongeft towns in the Low Countries. 
It was formerly under the houfe of Auftria, 
till captured by Louis the Fourteenth, in 
1677; and is the See of an Archbifhop. 

The 
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The town is happily fituated on the river 
Schelde, and near its fource. ‘The country 


around is beautiful. After a pleafant walk 
we purfued our route to this place, which 1s 


about twenty-feven miles. 


Ir is Sunday evening, and every thing 


wears the face of mirth and hilarity ; in every 


corner card parties are formed of holy abbés 


and antiquated devotees; while the lower 


orders are equally bufied at the game of 
bowls, a dance on the green, or admiring the 
fagacity of the little learned horfe ; whither 
our curiofity led us, and we found him 
equally ready to turn out in the fervice of 
Louis the Sixteenth, at Peronne, as for 
George the Third, in England. No native 


of France could have more pliability of 


manners or univerfal politenefs. 


Tus place yields no very flattering pro- 
mifes of entertainment from the arts; its 


fituation 
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fituation, however, is pleafant, the view 
from the ramparts is extenfive, and the fce- 
nery beautifully variegated. The citadel is 
famed for its ftrength, and though often be- 
fieged, it is faid, never to have been captured, 
and therefore ftiled the Virgin. Its fituation 
on the river Somme gives it additional beau- 
ties, and renders the adjacent walks far from 


unpleafant. 


As a defcription of men and manners in 
this country, is not our motive for travel, I 
fhall find little elfe to communicate that 
may be worthy your notice from this place; 
we have therefore determined on a route 
contrary to our firft intention, which was to 
crofs from hence to Amiens, and thence re- 
turning to England; but the refolution is 
now formed to vifit Paris. You will per- 
haps be furprized at our determination, 
having already feen that city, and fully in- 
formed myfelf as to the productions of the 


arts. 
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arts. The motive is now changed, and the 
inftant fo critical, that the curiofity even of 
a Stoic would be awakened to a with of gra- 
tification. -We fhall therefore fet off as 


early as poffible in the morning, to view a 


great city emerging from flavery, and to wit- 


nefs the remains of a State Dungeon, which 
has been fo long the terror of a brave and 
fenfible nation. 


Adieu ! 
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PA RTS: 
DEAR SIR, 


IN our journey from Pe- 
ronne hither, which is about eighty miles, 
we have met with little variety or incident 
worthy defcription. Our vehicle, which was 
a cabriolet, and as vile a thing as ever bore 
that appellation, fhook us not a little; but 
as we had hired it for the journey, philofo- 
phy alone could give elafticity to the {prings, 
or make our feat more comfortable. The 
road is excellent, and the country, in point 
of foil and climate, fo rich and happily dif- 
pofed by the hand of nature for the purpofes 
of agriculture, that, to a ftranger, it muft be 

VOL ts ae matter 
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matter of furprize, how the cry of want of 


bread could have been affigned as one of the 


probable caufes of a revolution, but however 


it may have originated, the effect 1s cer- 
tainly produced, and we are now in the 
midft of a people created, as it were, anew, 


who are boldly judging and acting for them- 


{elves; from a revolution formed with lefs 


effufion of blood, and I believe in a fhorter 


period of time than can be parallelled in the 


annals of the hiftory of the world. 


Tur humble and gentle manners of the 


lower orders of the people are now totally 


changed ; every man is become a foldier, 


and feels the happy truth 


“ That love of liberty with life is giv’n, 
« And life itfelfs th’ inferior gift of Heav’n.” 


Tue induftrious peafant, who, when 
groaning under penury and wretchednefs, 
was fcarcely- heard, even to whifper his 


grievances, 
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grievances, now {peaks aloud, and imputes 
his miferies to their true caufe, a government 
formed on principles inimical to the deareft 


rights of mankind. 


Tue firft object that calls forth the atten- 
tion of an Englifhman, you will naturally 
fuppofe, is the Baftille, that vile engine of 
defpotifm, and terror of this and every other 
country ;. we found not lefs than three hun- 
dred Frenchmen bufily employed in its de- 
molition, and I believe, if the countenance is 
ever an index to the feelings of the heart, 
no temple was ever erected to liberty with 
more enthufiafm than accompanies their ex- 
ertions in razing this {trong hold and in- 
ftrument of flavery. The annexed {fketch, 
though probably it may not be the firft that 
has reached you, will at leaft have truth to 


recommend it. 
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Tue Baftille, as you have undoubtedly 
heard, was carried by affault, on Tuefday, 


the 14th of July laft, and the event was 


preceded by a general cry of ‘‘ To arms! 


to liberty!” throughout the whole city. A 
few circumftances of this memorable event, 
may poflibly not prove unacceptable, from 
the pen of a friend. 


On the Sunday previous to its capture 


ail became tumult and confternation. The 
populace ran to the houfe of one Cur- 
tius, a modeller, and thence took the bufts 
of Mr. Neckar and the Duc ‘d’Orleans, 


which they crowned with flowers, and co- 


vered with crape, as marks of their grief and 


affliction, carrying them in triumph round 


the city ; the bourgeoifie to teftify their re- 
fpect and veneration, were all en chapeau bas, 


or bare headed; each wore a green cockade, 


as a mark of his hope in fubduing tyranny. 


On 
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On the Tuefday morning they fent a flag 
of truce to the Baftille, demanding of the 
Governor, the Marquis de Launay, the am- 
munition depofited there. The maffacre 
that enfued, of a detachment of about forty 
men, you have undoubtedly heard; a cir- 
cumftance fo fraught with inhumanity, and 
indeed want of policy, that I am rather in- 
duced to credit the report of its having been 
accident, not intention. Be it as it may, 
the fortrefs was foon obliged to furrender, 
and the Governor was feized, and dragged to 
to the Hotel de Ville, much wounded, and 
ignominioufly ftripped of his crofs of St. 
Louis. Thence he was conduéted to the 
Place .de Gréve, where he was firft fhot, 
and then beheaded. The Prevdt des Mar- 
chands, or firft Municipal Officer of Paris, 
Monfieur Fleffelles, being fufpected of re- 
fufing arms and ammunition to the hoftile 
troops, was feized in the Council Chamber, 
and letters being found on him from the 


ueen, 
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Queen, to continue firm, and that he fhould 
be affifted by forty thoufand men on the 


Tuefday, he was immediately dragged to the 
Quai de Pelletier, and there fhot and be- 
headed. The heads of thefe unfortunate 


perfons were fixed on iron fpikes, and car- 


ried in triumph to the ftatue of Henri 


Quatre, amidft the fhouts of the populace, 


aflembled on the occafion, who are faid not 
to have been lefs than five hundred thoufand. 


Tue acclamations of fuch a multitude, 
accompanied by the military mufic, drums, 


trumpets, &c. together with the ringing of 


all the bells in the city, formed a fcene 


at that happy moment of the dawn of li- 


berty, more ftrongly to be felt by the mind 


of fenfibility than is in the power of lan- 


guage to exprefs. 


Tue populace paraded the city with the 


keys of this prifon in triumph; and for a 
{hort 
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fhort time even forgot to liberate the unfor- 
tunate perfons who were languifhing within, 
till their cries awakened their remembrance. 
I do not learn that more than feven prifo- 
ners were found at the taking of this place, 
who were conducted in triumph to the Pa- 
lais-royal.. They confifted of the Comte de 
Solages, who had been confined about feven 
years, at the requeft of his father, on his 
domeftic affairs being a little deranged; a 
Monfieur Tavernier, a natural fon of the 
brother of the famous Paris Montmartel, 
who had been detained ever fince the ath of 
Auguft, 1759; and a Major White, a North 
Briton, who had been confined more than 
thirty years, in which time his crime and 
fituation were totally unknown to his family 
and friends. The four other prifoners were 
Mefirs. Pujade, La Roche, La Caurége, and 
Béchade, who were accufed of forging bills 
of exchange, &c. and of whom the Courts 
of Juftice were particularly defirous to hear 

the 
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the nature of the charges exhibited againft 
them, that they might be brought to trial; 
but all their efforts were in vain! So great 
was the terror of the poor wretches con- 
fined, and fo tremblingly alive were they to 
their own deliverance, that they confidered 
it as a fupernatural effort, not the work of 
their brave but oppreffed fellow citizens ; 
and it was with difficulty they were enabled 
to fupport the brilliant difplay of general 
liberty. 


Tue report of Lord Maffarene having 
been confined in the Baftille is not true; at 
this glorious period of emancipation he was 
releafed from the Chatelet, the laft place in 
which he was confined during a captivity of 
near twenty years. On his landing at Do- 
ver, it is faid, he fell on his knees, and 
kiffing the ground, earneftly implored a blef- 
fing on our happy land of liberty. 


A SsIN- 


(T 1208") 


A. SINGULAR circumftance was related to 


me, which occurred the day after the taking 
the Baftille. 


AN engineer, a Monfieur Mafers, Chevalier 
de Latude, having made his efcape from 
thence about thirty-three years ago, after a 
confinement of thirty-five years, applied for 


admiffion, prefuming he might yet find fome 


relick of the means of his efcape, when after 
a long fearch, having difcovered a trap door 
in one of the floors, he infinuated to the 
guards, that probably fome prifoner might 


be confined there ; after fearching, nothing 


was found but a large fack, which contained 
all Mr. Mafers wifhed, his ladder of ropes, 
the coverlid he had faftened to the bars of 
the window, a hammer, and his iron hand- 
cuffs; thefe things were taken to the Hotel 
de Ville, and after being examined were re- 
ftored, by Mr. Duverrier, Clerk of Parlia- 
ment, to the happy Mr. Mafers, who, I am 

Vor. I, R told, 
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told, intends fhortly to publifh the hiftory of 
his imprifonment. Of the Baftille its hif- 


tories are numerous, and fome of its ftories 


border much on the marvellous; among 
others, one of the fentimental kind, and of- 
ten related, of the Duc de Lauzun, about the 


commencement of the prefent century, who, 


after his difgrace was committed to the cuf- 


tody of Monfieur de St. Mars, the tyrant 


keeper of this prifon at that time, deferves 
particular notice. The Duke having been 
difcovered in attempting to effect his efcape, 
affitted by his valet de chambre, was in- 


{tantly conveyed to a dungeon under the 


citadel, where he was laid on ftraw, and fed 


only on bread and water. He was kept. 


without books or other means of amufe- 
ment, fave accidentally fpying a poor inoffen- 


five fpider, in a corner of his dungeon, which 


he by habit familiarifed to come to his hand, 


and receive its food. Harmlefs and humane 
as this way of beguiling the lingering hours 
may 
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may feem, even of this, he is faid, to have 
been deprived by his mercilefs keeper, who 
hearing him relate the pleafure he received 
from the difcovery, crufhed the poor fpider, 
morofely obferving that fuch a criminal was 
unworthy the leaft relaxation from his mifery. 
What the nature of his crimes were I have 
not yet learned ; but after he was reftored to 
the favour of the King, his mafter, he was 
often heard to declare, that of all the ills and 
infults St. Mars, his keeper, had offered him, 
the death of his fpider was the moft infup- 
portable, not to except the hanging the dead 
body of his fervant on the battlements of the 


prifon, full in his view. 


Tur ftory of the Iron Mafk, of which fo 
much has been related, and fo little known, 
I thall beg leave to quote from that elegant 
hiftorian, Voltaire, in his own words, as their 
force and energy mutt neceflarily fuffer by a 

Ri2 tranflation. 
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tranflation. He fays, in his Queftions fur 
l’Encyclopedie, under the article 


ANECDOTE SUR L’HOMME AU MASQUE 


ce 


DE FER: 


* L’auTeEuR du Siécle de Louis XIV, 
eft le premier qui ait parlé de l'homme 
au mafque de fer dans une hiftoire avérée. 
Ceft quil était trés inftruit de cette anec- 
dote, qui étonne le fiécle préfent, qui 
étonnera la poftérité, & qui n’eft que trop 
véritable. On I’avait trompé fur la date 
de la mort de cet inconnu fi finguliére- 
ment infortuné. II fut interré 4 St. Paul 


le 3 Mars 1703, & non en 1704. 


“« Iz avait été d’abord enfermé a Pignerol 
avant del’etre aux ifles de Ste. Marguerite, 
& enfuite a la Baftille; totjours fous la 
garde du méme homme, de ce St. Mars 


cc qui 
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qui le vit mourir. Le pére Grifet jéfuite 
a communiqué au public le journal de la 
Baftille, qui fait foi des dates. Il a eu 
aifement ce journal, puifqu’il avait l'emploi 
délicat de confefleur des prifonniers ren- 


fermés a la Battille. 


“ L’HOMME au mafque de fer eft une 
énigme dont chacun veut deviner le mot. 


Les uns ont dit que cétait le Duc de 


‘ Beaufort. Mais le Duc de Beaufort fut 


tué par les Turcs a la défenfe de Candie 
en 1669; & Vhomme au mafque de fer 
était a Pignerol en 1662. D/ailleurs com- 
ment aurait-on arrété le Duc de Beaufort 
au milieu de fon armée ? Comment I’au- 
rait-on transferé en France fans que per- 
fonne en fat rien? Et pourquoi l’etit-on 


mis en prifon, & pourquoi ce mafque? 


“ Les autres ont révé le Comte de Ver- 
mandois fils naturel de Louis XIV, mort 


“«¢ publiquement 


«¢ 


(<4 


cc 
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publiquement de la petite vérole en 1683 
a larmée, & enterré dans la petite ville 
d’Aire, non dans Arras, en quoi le pére 
Grifet s’eft trompé, & en quoi il n’y a pas 


grand mal. 


“ On a enfuite imaginé que le Duc de 
Monmouth, a qui le Roi Jacques fit cou- 
per la téte publiquement dans Londres en 
1685, était homme au mafque de fer. Il 
aurait falu qu'il ett reflufcité, & qu’enfuite 
il eut changé l’ordre des tems; qu'il ett 
mis l’année 1662 a la place de 1685; que 
le Roi Jacques qui ne pardonna jamais a 


perfonne, & qui par la mérita tous fes mal- 


heurs, etit pardonne au Duc de Mon-: 


mouth, & eft fait mourir au liew de lui 
un homme qui lui reffemblait parfaite- 
ment. Il aurait falu trouver ce Sofie qui 
aurait eu la bonté de fe faire couper 
le cou en public pour fauver le Duc de 


‘© Monmouth. 


( #86 ) 
« Monmouth. Il aurait falu que toute 
« Angleterre s’'y fat meprife; qu’enfuite 
«© Je Roi Jacques etit prie inftamment Louis 
«| XIV, de vouloir bien lui fervir de fergent 
« & de geolier. Enfuite Louis XIV ayant 
“ fait ce petit plaifir au Roi Jacques, n’aurait 
“pas manque d’avoir les mémes €gards 
« pour le Roi Guillaume & pour la Reine 
«© Anne, avec lefquels il fut en guerre; & 11 
“ gurait foigneufement confervé aupres de 
«© ces deux monarques fa dignite de géolier 


« dont le Roi Jacques |’avait honore. 


“ Toutes ces illufions étant diffipees, il 

“ refte a favoir qui était ce prifonnier tot- 
« jours mafque, 4 quel age il mourut, & 
« fous quel nom il fut enterre? Il eft clair 
« que fi on ne le laiffait paffer dans la cour 
“ de la Baftille, fi on ne lui permettait de 
« parler 4 fon médecin, que couvert d'un 
“ mafque; c’etait de peur qu’on ne recon- 
«“ nit dans fes traits quelque reflemblance 
** trop 


( 136 ) 
trop frapante. Il pouvait montrér fa 
langue & jamais fon vifage. Pour fon 
age, il dit lui-méme 4 l’apoticaire de la 
Baftille, peu de jours avant fa mort, qu’il 
croyait avoir environ foixante ans;. & le 
Sr. Marfoban chirurgien du maréchal de 
Richelieu, & enfuite du Duc d’Orléans 
régent, gendre de cet apoticaire, me I’a 


redit plus d’une fois. 


““ ENFIN, pourquoi lui donner un nom 
Italien? On le nomma totjours Mar- 
chiali! Celui qui écrit cet article, en fait 
peut-€tre plus que le pére Grifet ; & n’en 


dira pas davantage.” 


We cannot but regret the lofs of this 


fafcinating writer at fuch a critical period, 


when the timidity he feems to have had in 


treating on the fubject, would naturally have 


fubfided, and that curious circumftance, at 


prefent fo znigmatical, might, from his ele- 


"gant 


(tage) 
gant pen, have given luftre to the hiftoric 


page. 


Or the Iron cages fo much talked of, this 
place is faid to have contained three; they 
were made of ftrong bars of iron, about 
eight feet high, and fix wide, and have been 
ufed in many other prifons in this country, 
befides the Baftille, and are agreed by fome 
writers to have been the invention of Louis 
the Eleventh, but according to Mezerai, of 
the Bifhop of Verdun, who, he remarks, 
was the firft man confined in them, and re- 
mained a prifoner there near twelve years. 


Le Comre pe Bourarnviturers in his 
“ Hiftoire de ancien Gouvernement de la 
“* France” fays, that he faw the iron dungeon 
wherein the Cardinal de la Ballue was con- 
fined near eleven years, by the order of 
Louis the Eleventh, about the year 1430. 
This horrible engine of mifery was in the 
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Caftle Du Pleffis les Tours. Sforza, Duke 
of Milan, according to the Recueil des Me- 
moires de l’Academie des Infcriptions, was 
likewife fhut up in one of thefe cages, by 
Louis the Twelfth, who had himfelf ex- 
perienced the miferies of that fituation about 
twelve years before, where he languifhed a 


confiderable time. 


Ir feems fingularly fortunate on the 
{core of humanity, that the inventors of 
thofe infernal engines of terror fhould have 
been themfelves the firft who experienced 
the miferies attendant on their own dif- 
coveries. Even the perfon who made the de- 
fign and laid the foundation {tone of the Baf- 
tille, is faid to have been its firft inhabitant : 
his name was Hugh Aubriot, Prevot of 
Paris, and Minifter of Finance to Charles 
the Fifth. He was difgraced by the incef- 
fant intrigues of the clergy, who accufed 
him of herefy and impiety; they obtained 

his 


( ago’) 

his condemnation, and fentenced him to per- 
petual imprifonment ; however, by a popular 
infurrection taking place, in the beginning of 
the reign of Charles the Sixth, in the year 
1381, they deftroyed his prifon, and obliged 
him to become their chief. The fame night 
he effected his efcape, by crofling the Seine, 
and thence he reached the province of Bur- 
gundy, where he ended his days, 


Bur I will quit this horrid theme, and 
flatter myfelf that the prefent eagernefs after 
information relative to prifons and profcrip- 
tions may plead, in fome meafure, my apo- 
logy for having detained you fo long on the 
fubject. 


I wave before obferved, that it was not 
my intention to go into a critical difcuffion 
of the numerous produétions of the arts in 
this great city; yet I cannot avoid mention- 
ing, that on a review of the Luxembourg 


5 2 gallery, 
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gallery, I feel myfelf as well pleafed with 
the works of that great mafter, Rubens, in 
Whitehall, efpecially when I confider them 
as the entire productions of his own pencil, 
when it is univerfally allowed that the prin- 
cipal part of the former are by Van Thulden. 
The portraits of the Grand Duke, Mary de 
Medicis, and the Apotheofis, in the Luxem- 
bourg gallery, may however be confidered as 
entirely his own, and the eye of the connoif- 
feur will eafily diftinguifh the one from the 


other. 


Turs being the period for the exhibition 
of the works of modern artifts, which takes 
place every other year in the grand Saloon of 
the Louvre, it naturally draws from me a 
few curfory hints on the merits of the prin- 
cipal exhibitors. The French have long 
boafted a fuperiority over our country in the 
in{titution of a {chool for painting, eftablifhed 
by Louis Quatorze, where they have aimed 

at 


( 341) 
at a principle in the arts, in which the 
chafte and correct manner of the Italian 
{chool, as well as the brilliant incorreétne({s 
of that of Rubens, were almoft difcarded 3 
hence a vitiated tafte and levity of air appear 
in the draperies and attitudes of their figures, 
which has been gradually gaining ground 
amongi{t the artifts, in {pite of the fuperla~ 
tive excellence of the works of Nicolas 
Pouflin, who certainly ranks at the head of 
the French fchool, and from whom their 
tafte fhould have been formed. 


Le Brun, Le Soeur, and others, though 
of great merit, firft deviated from his princi- 


ples, and as 
“‘ Example draws where precept fails,’ 


they have by flow degrees, in many inftances, 
loft fight of the graceful fimplicity of nature, 
and have fubftituted in its f{tead the flippant 
and gay manners of their own country, when 


engaged 


( 142 ) 
engaged in the fprightly dance or frifking in 


the gay promenade of the Thuilleries. I 
fufpect that the pompous defcription of the 


works of their own mafters may have con- 


tributed not a little to the decided opinion 
they have had of the excellence of their own 
{chool; yet it muft be allowed that in the 


prefent day France boafts fome artifts of in- 


finite merit, who are eftablifhing a correct- 


nefs of tafte and defign, that does honor to 
the country; among whom I fhall firft 


mention Vernet, who defervedly holds a firft 
rank in his branch of the profeffion. His 
pictures, on what ever fubject he treats, are 


full of nature; every object is correctly 


drawn ; his aerial tints are finely managed ; 


his water, whether agitated by the violence 
of the ftorm, or in the gentle ferenity of the 


calm, is always faithful to nature; and his 


rocks and diftances are gradated with a deli- 


cacy peculiar to his inimitable pencil; his 
figures have all the fpirit and corre¢ctnefs of 


Salvator 


( sae ¥} 
Salvator, and are fo judicioufly introduced, 


as to break and relieve the fore-ground, and 
give a happy effect to the whole. 


Tue landfcapes of Monfieur Robert, par- 
ticularly his Italian views, and his various 
reprefentations of the monuments and ruins 
in his own country, are defervedly admired, 
and place him high in his profeffion. 


Mr. De Vacenciennes in his land- 
fcapes, in which he has evidently ftudied the 
works of Gafpar Pouffin, is an artift of great 
merit. His fault is introducing too much 


glare of funfhine on his trees, which de- 


ftroys' their effect and harmony. He is 


happy in the choice of his fubjects, and the 
pencilling in his buildings and figures is ex- 


cellent. 


In portrait-painting, an art that has been 


fluctuating ever fince the period of Titian 
and 


{ “raeey) 
and Vandyck, but which has never fince 


rifen to the excellence of thofe great mafters, 


whofe works, even in a fingle portrait, be- 


come {fo interefting that we trace the mind 


in the features of the face. In this art 


' Madame Le Brun ftands at prefent unrivalled. 
Her own portrait with her infant child in her 
arms, exhibited about two years fince, will 
remain a decided fpecimen of her excellence 
in that branch of the art. 


MapamMe Le Brun is equally happy 


in grouping her figures, in the hiftorical 


line, which are replete with grace and cha- 


racter, and have more truth to recommend 


them, than I remember to have feen in any 


portraits this country has produced. 


MapamMe GuyYArD, who ranks next in 


merit to the preceding artift, has painted 


fome excellent portraits. It muft afford pe- 
culiar pleafure to every amateur to fee the 


palm 


( 145° ) 
palm of excellence in mental accomplifh- 
ments and refinements of art, fo happily 
attached to a fex, the pride of all that is 


lovely and graceful in nature. 


Amon the painters in hiftory who ex- 
hibit in the Salon, Mr. Vien, formerly a 
director of the academy at Rome, who has 
wifely quitted the ftyle and manner of the 
French. {chool for the fuperior grace and ele- 
gant correctnefs of the antique, difplays in 
_ his works a great degree of excellence, and 
as a painter he has not loft the vigour of his 
pencil, though at the age of threefcore and 


ten, 


Mr. De LAGRENEE, director of the aca- 
demy at Rome, feems to have formed his 
tafte from the fchool of Caracci, in which he 


has practifed with fuccefs. 


Vor. Il. at Mr. 
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Mr. Giroust defigns and colours in a 


fuperior f{tyle; but it is to be regretted that 


his fubjects are principally intended for the 


church. 


Tue works of Mr. Doyen will ftand the 


teft of critical obfervation, as well from a 


firmnefs and facility of pencil, as from a 


correct defign, and happy tone of colouring ; 


he has likewife in his latter works judicioufly 


quitted the ftyle of his own country, in 


doing which he has fucceeded fo happily 
that there is reafon to believe he will not 


return tovit again. 


Mess. PERRIN and. Renaud have re{pec- 


tively much merit as hiftory-painters. - 


Mr. GreuZeE is an artift, who, from the 


high prices his works produce, and the 


amazing number of commiffions he receives, 


feems 
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feems to ftand very high in the eftimation of 
the connoiffeur here: but the firft artift in 
the hiftoric line is, in my judgment, Mr. 
David. He has happily felected the excel- 
lencies of his cotemporaries, nor has he 
been Jefs attentive to the beauties of the 
Italian f{chool, from both of which he has fo 
judicioufly gleaned, as to form a tafte and 
manner at the age of thirty beyond every 


other academician. 


AnoTuer artift of fingular merit, in the 
ftudy of hiftory, I cannot pafs over in thefe 
fhort remarks without paying a fmall tribute 
of refpect to—Mr. Vincent, of whofe excel- 
lence I need only refer the connoifleur to his 
chef d’ceuvre, a large hiftorical compofition, 
on the fubject of the Duc de Sully being 
conveyed in a litter to Rofny, after the 
battle of Ivry, where he is met by the King, 
who is giving him frefh aflurances of his 


T 2 favor 
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favor and affection. This interefting fub- 


ject is treated by the hand of a mafter, who 


feems equally acquainted with the hiftorical, 


as the executive branch of his art. 


Monsieur FRaGonaRD, though not an 


exhibitor, I cannot avoid mentioning ; his 


landfcapes are in a fuperior ftyle of painting, 


and in which he feems clofely to have ftudied 


that great mafter, Titian. He has five hun- 
dred louis for a picture on a three-quarter 
canvas. M. de Calonne is poffefied of an 
hiftorical picture of that fize, on the fubject 
of the falutation, for which he paid that 


price. The univerfality of his talents in 


the art renders him defervedly admired by 


every amateur who has feen his works. 


To draw a comparifon between the aca- 


demy of Paris and that of London may per- 


haps feem invidious, and cannot be done 


without 
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without a degree of perfonality, which I 
with to avoid; I fhall therefore only remark, 
that from a {chool fo long eftablifhed, and 
formed under the aufpices of a Monarch, 
who, though famed for vanity and oftenta- 
tion, had defervedly the merit of rewarding 
and patronizing the fine arts in his own 
country ; yet under that and many other 
local advantages, it muft be confefled, that 
on the great fcale of excellence in Europe, 
they have been for fome time much on the 
decline ; and that, notwith{tanding the opi- 
nion fo prevalent among foreigners, that 
the Englifh artifts too much negleéct the 
{tudy of drawing, yet the art of painting 
in England, which can only boaft its origin 
under the aufpices of our prefent amiable 
Monarch, is making fuch rapid ftrides to- 
wards perfection; that, aided by the abilities 
of our Royal Academicians, it promifes to 
attain a degree of fuperiority, which will 
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LETTER Ix, 


PERSAILLES. 


Our excurfion to Ver- 
failles yefterday, to view the National Affem- 
bly, was attended with a variety of reflections 
naturally arifing from the prefent memora- 


ble and glorious event. * 


A GREAT 


* THE meetings of the: National Affembly having 
been removed to Paris from Verfailles fince I quitted it, I 
prefume the annexed fketch, which I am favoured with by 


a friend, on the fpot, will not prove unacceptable. The 
explication of it follows. 


Tue elevated table on the left is for the Prefident, who 
is calling to order the fpeaker, in the Roftrum, or as they 
call it, Tribun, on the oppofite fide, into which every 


member 


(0522 ) 
A creat and brave people enduring for 


fo long a period a fervitude approaching 


nearly to a ftate of defpotifm, and having 


as it were inftantaneoufly, with one voice, 


and with a degree of cautious policy and 


manly firmnefs, fhook off the galling and 


tyrannous yoke, leaves us aftonifhed at the 


greatnefs of their exertions, and naturally 


creates a fenfation in the human breaft, per- 


member enters, who means to fpeak. The perfon fitting 


near him is the Huiffier or Gentleman Uther. 


T ue round table, under the gallery, beyond the Prefi- 


dent, is for the Secretaries, who are all members, and as 


well as the Prefident, are elected every fifteen. days. 


Tue perfon fitting at the fquare table alone, is the. 
Griffier, or Secretary of State, The lower gallery is for 
the members; the upper for the public, which will hold 


about three hundred perfons. The two fide galleries are 


only admiffible with members tickets. The fquare object 


in the center is a Poéle or Brazier for heating the room. 


haps 
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haps only to be felt by thofe who enjoy the 
bleflings of a free and well conftructed Go- 


vernment. 


From England the divine emanation was 
certainly caught; and from a refinement in 
the prefent manners and _ political principles 
of men, they are likely to poflefs with little 
inconvenience, what we in a former period 
could only attain from a torrent of blood 
and treafure. 


Since the year 1614 this country has 
not even been favoured with the mockery of 
liberty, till on the third of May laft, when a 
folemn edict was pafied for immediately con- 
voking the Tiers Etats, in which ceremony 
pageantry and fhew feemed fubftitutes for 
fincerity. An elegant apartment was allotted 
to them in the palace, when their fentiments 
becoming too loud for the ear of abfolute 
monarchy, having conftituted themfelves a 

Vou. Il. U National 
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National Affembly, by four hundred and 
ninety-one voices againft eighty, they were 
foon obliged to quit the hall appropriated 
for their ufe, under the flimfy pretext of a 
repair taking place; thence they adjourned 
to the church of St. Denis, where they took 
a folemn oath never to feparate till they had 
accomplifhed the object of national deliver- 
nce, let the danger be what it might. 


Tue church not being f{pacious enough to 
contain their numbers, they fixed on the 
Jeu de Paume, or Tennis Court, where 
each member added his fignature to the fo- 
lemn oath he had already taken, and thus 
by a firm attachment to the caufe of truth 
and freedom, have they overcome the tyranny 
of ariftocracy, and placed the Monarch in 
a fituation, in which alone a Monarch can 
act as the guardian of his people, enthroned 
in the full confidence of their affection. 


In 


tgs +) 

In this happy fituation we find him on 
the 15th of July, when his minifters no 
longer able to offer advice, left him to act 
for himfelf, and he wifely determined to 
rely on his people, rifking his perfonal 
fafety for the public good. 


Turis conduct may by fome Ariftocrates 
be imputed to pufillanimity, but it furely 
deferves a nobler epithet, at once to fhake 
off the hereditary principles of an abfolute 
monarch, and become the Patriot-King, and 


Father of a liberal and brave people ! 


I sHAtt forbear to mention the particu- 
lars of this glorious period; the prefs will 
teem forth in every periodical publication all 
that has paffed, and with great probability 
much more; yet I cannot refrain from re- 
peating a few leading fentiments of the prin- 
cipal perfons concerned in this great event, 
as they may ferve to mark the laudable fpirit 
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of the times, and form a fingular contraft 
to what has occurred, when imprifonment 
followed even the inmoft thoughts of men 


who were fignalized as friends to humanity. 


Tue words of Mr. Bailly, the Mayor of 
Paris, on prefenting the keys of the city to 
the Sovereign, are bold and becoming the 
occafion. He exclaimed ‘ Thefe, Sir; 
‘‘ are the keys of your good city of Paris, 
‘“and the fame that were prefented to 
‘“¢ Henri Quatre. He regained the affection 


A 


‘ of his people, here the people regain thofe 


a) 


‘ of their Sovereign.” 


ANOTHER fentiment addreffed to the King 
by Mr. Moreau de St. Merry, though trite 
and well underftood in our own country, 
yet being a language not commonly ufed be- 
fore the Sovereign of France, is worthy 
recording. He obferved, “ Sire, the thrones 
‘‘ of Kings are never more firmly fixed than 

“* when 
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‘‘ when the happinefs and love of the people 
“« have formed their bafis.” The animated 
fpeech of the Count de Lally, likewife made 
before the Monarch, which followed the mo- 
tion of erecting a monument to Louis the 
XVIth, as Regenerateur de la Publique, &c. 
ran thus—‘ Well, citizens, are ye fatisfied ? 
‘“‘ Behold your King! who will give you 
« national affemblies, and has fixed your 
“¢ liberties on a bafis immoveable!” Then 
addrefling himfelf to the Sovereign, he faid, 
“ Sire, behold your fubjects, who idolize 
«you! read their countenances! fearch their 
“« hearts! you will only find there the ten- 
‘« dereft impreffions of love and fidelity ; 
f perifh thofe artful and ill-advifers, who 
« feek only to deftroy the noble attachment 

“* of a brave and loyal people to a Sovereign, 
Oe who is their friend and father; and who 
“< owes his prefent happinefs to his virtues 


«© alone.” 


THIS 


aE 8, 
Tuts {peech fo affected the King, that he 


was unable to fay more than—‘ Mon Peuple 


“* peut toujour compter fur mon amour.” 


TuEsE are fentiments becoming any age 
or nation ; and will reflect an honor on the 
prefent zra, equal to the proudeft period of 
Roman greatnefs ! 


From this bold and manly conduct, we 
fee the pernicious and ill-advifers of the Sove- 
reign difmiffed ; and the people, as the ableft 
and beft defenders of their own rights and 


properties, formed into a free corps for their 


mutual defence, and general welfare. 


I cannot forbear mentioning the high 


compliment paid to the brave conduct of my 


countrymen, by one of the members, at the 
clofe of his fpeech. After the afiembly had 
been officially informed by the Englifh minif- 


ter, that his court had not interfered in the 


prefent 
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prefent difputes, nor had any intention of 


fitting out a fleet againft Breft, as had been 


currently reported ; he exclatmed— You 


¢ 


n 


gallant Englifhmen, who have fhed feas of 


€ 


nA 


blood for freedom, forgive the error of the 


“* moment that made us imagine it poffible 


** you fhould oppofe the fine energy of our 


“‘ minds on the fubject of liberty! our 
‘* doubts are now at an end; and a confci- 


“ oufnefs .of pofleffing your efteem and 


** approbation will double our ardour; we 


“© are now convinced that the braveft nation 


** in the world is alfo the moft generous !” 


From this period, the main bufinefs of 
the aflembly has been to form an entire new 
code of laws; the effential parts of which 
have already pafled with the fanction of the 


' Sovereign ; and it is ardently to be withed, 


that a happy completion of the glorious un- 


dertaking may be fpeedily accomplifhed, 
without greater effufion of human blood. 


A FAR- 


{ “460° 4 


A FARTHER detail of enquiry into the 
particular circumftances that have occurred 
fince the firft meeting of the ftates, would, I 


prefume, have been tedious ; even from what 


has been faid, I fear you will think I have 
deviated from my firft purfuit ; yet I cannot 
avoid remarking, that the growth and cul- 
ture of the fine arts feem to flourifh moft 


happily in ftates where the proper ufes of 


liberty are underftood; at leaft, I may fairly 
draw fuch a conclufion from my own country, 


where the great fuperiority, both in conftitu- 


tional liberty and excellence in the arts, 


{tands unrivalled ; but what rivalfhip may we 


not expect from the prefent glorious ftruggle 


in this country, when more than twenty mil- - 


lions of people are in an inftant freed from 
tyranny ! it is an event in which humanity is 
fo interefted, that having been prefent at the 
happy period, which every Englifhman ought 


to be proud of recording, and to have pafled 


Over 


Fe 
a4 ‘ Ke 


vee 
mae! SSS h id bet WK aL SW oN 8. A= (Mh. PNA Nes. 18 & Zee A AWS WOVE A 


.. 26 3 


over that period in filence, would furely have 


been deemed a crime. 


To enter into a defcription of the magni- 
ficence of the palace of Verfailles, and its 
fumptuous decorations in gold and _filver, 
to enumerate the various attitudes in which 
the grand Monarque is here reprefented in 
every apartment, ‘“‘ The hero of each tale,” 
would be filling a volume on a fubject fo 
often and fo elaborately treated, that even 
if I had time and inclination, would be 
fuperfluous. 


THE grand facade of this building to- 
wards the garden I cannot, however, avoid 
remarking. It is richly ornamented with 
{culptured trophies, butts, ftatues, &c. and 
' the portico in the centre, which is fupported 
by marble pillars, is in a fuperior tafte. 
The grand gallery, painted by Le Brun, as 

Moz. Li. X well 
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well as the other works to be found here by 
that mafter, are certainly his beft produc- 
tions. The ftatue of Cincinnatus, in the 
hall of Venus, cannot be paffed over without 
notice; the fine fymmetry and beautiful 
contour of the figure will command the cri- 
tical attention of the connoiffeur. The cu- 
rious golden clock, though a work of ano- 
ther kind, has {till its claim to notice. Here 
the grand Monarque is drawn forth every 
hour to be crowned by the hand of an 
Angel; who having performed the opera- 
tion, flies away as precipitately as if he were 
afhamed of what he haddone. ‘The conquered 
nations are chained under the feet of the mo- 
narch: the contraft at the prefent moment - 
is too prominent to need any comment. 
The marble ftatues in the gardens nearly vie, 
in point of number, with the famous army 
of Louis the XIVth; the greater part of 
them are of excellent workmanfhip, by Gi- 


rardon, 
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rardon, Bernini, and other celebrated ftatu- 
aries. I have ever noticed the elegant and 
fpacious baths at this place with infinite 
fatisfaction. Louis Quatorze is here the pre- 
fiding Apollo; and his attendant nymphs 
feem as eager to catch the {mile of the mortal 
God, as the courtiers of his time to win that 
of the grand Monarque. The fculpture of 
the horfes, particularly the head of the one 
attempting to drink, is of exquifite work- 
manfhip, and merits critical obfervation. 
It is with pleafure I obferve that all the 
excellent productions of the fine arts, both 
here and at Paris, feem to have remained 
facred and unmolefted ; even amidft the furor 
of the rabble, their rage was exerted only 
againft men, not the palaces, or recepta- 
cles for the elegancies of life; a greatnefs of 
mind in the lower clafs of people, or rather 
a degree of management in their fuperiors, 
feems to have prevented thofe horrid ravages 
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circumftances were committed on the vene- 


in 


rable piles and valuable treafures formed 


We fhall quit this place 


early to-morrow morning, in our route for 


our own country. 
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PERTER |X, 


AMIENS. 


DEAR SIR, 


WE eft Paris yefterday, 
and curiofity induced us to make a fhort 
{tay at» St. Denis, about fix miles from 
thence, through a fine level road, and fo 
perfectly ftrait, that the environs of Paris 
terminate the vifta, and are vifible from St. 
Denis, which I need not tell you is a recep- 
tacle, or as the French term it Bafilique 
‘Deftiné, for the remains of kingly greatnefs, 
in this country; and where in the prefent 
averfion to monarchy, they are certainly 


more at reft than in the capital. 


THIS 
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Tuis place is faid to have taken its name 
from St. Denis, a Bifhop of Paris, and 
Patron Saint of France, who after having 
been decollated, according to Voltaire, in the 


notes to his Pucelle D’Orleans, * walked 


from 


* Ce bon Denis n’eft point Denis le prétendu Aréo- 
pagite, mais un Evéque de Paris. L’Abbé Hildouin fut le 
premier qui €crivit que cet Evéque ayant été décapité, 
porta fa téte entre fes bras, de Paris jufqu’a l’Abbaye qui 
portefonnom. On €rigea enfuite des croix dans tous les 
endroits ou ce Saint s’était arrété en chemin. Le Car- 
dinal de Polignac contant cette hiftoire a Madame la Mar- 
quife du ***, & ajoutant que Denis n’avait eu de peine a 
porter fa téte que jufqu’a la premiere ftation, cette Dame 
lui répondit: “ Je le crois bien, il n’ya dans de telles 


“< affaires que le premier pas qui coite.” 


Ce Denis, patron de la France, eft un Saint de la 
fagon des moines, Il ne vint jamais dans les Gaules. 
Voyez fa légende dans les ‘* Queftions fur |’Encyclo- 
“ pédie,” a Varticle Denis: vous apprendrez qu’il fut 
d’abord créé Evéque d’ Athénes par St. Paul, qu’il alla rendre 
une vifite 4 la Vierge Marie, & la complimenta fur la 
mort de fon fils: qu’enfuite il quitta l’évéché d’Athénes 


pour 


207 


from Paris to found an abbey on this fpot. 
During this peregrination he carried his head 
under his arm, with much coolnefs and deli- 
beration, which he often kiffed by the way, 
and crofles were erected to perpetuate the 
places where this good Saint refted with his 
burden. 


Tue church is of great antiquity, and 
its painted windows add much to the folem- 
nity of the fcene, 


“© Cafting a dim religious light.” 


Tue prefent ftructure is faid to have 
been built in 1281, by Matthieu De Ven- 
dome, and the nave is much admired for 
its Gothic ftile of architecture. The gates, 


‘pour celui de Paris ; qu’on le pendit, & qu’il précha fort 
éloquemment du haut de fa potence; qu’on lui coupa la 
téte ; qu’il prit fa téte entre fes bras; qu’il la baifait en 
chemin, en allant 4 une lieue de Paris fonder une abbaye 
de fon nom. 

which 
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which are of brafs, are richly ornamented 


with fculptured figures, and boaft of great 
antiquity. The church contains many regal 


monuments, which have more of age than 


excellence to recommend them; that of 
Francis the Firft, however, claims attention ; 
it is of white marble, fupported by fluted 


columns of the Ionic order, highly enriched 


with fculptured ornament. The King, 


Queen, and three children are reprefented in 


marble, large as life. The tomb of Lewis 


the Twelfth, and that of the Valois, are 


~ 
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likewife of marble. 
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A HANDSOME maufoleum to Marfhal 


Vifcount de Turenne, is in an adjoining 


chapel ; he is reprefented as expiring in the 


arms of immortality, while 


“ Fame flies after with a laurel.” 


An affrighted eagle reprefents the coun- 
tries he has fubdued. But the objects moft 
worthy 
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worthy commendation in this abbey, are its 
golden treafures and precious relicks, among 
which is a curious engraving on a piece 
of rock. chryftal, fet in gold, and enriched 
with jewels; it reprefents Chrift on the 
crofs, attended by the Mary’s, &c. The 
head of Tiberius on an onyx of a clear 
brown and white, is curious, and worthy 
attention. A handled cup, holding about 
a pint, formed of an oriental agate, with 
Bacchanals engraved on the exterior part, 
is of fuch exquifite workmanfhip, that I can 
have little doubt of its being an antique; 
it is faid to be two thoufand years old. 


THE. period of removing thefe valuables 
for the better purpofe of ferving the ftate, 
in its prefent emergency, I have reafon to 
- believe is not far diftant ; but for the pieces 
of the crofs, fingers of Saints, and fragments 
of the Virgin’s drapery, I prefume they will 

V ony, ¢ remain 
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(oo Peon) 
remain quietly inurned in their fituation, 


“ being of no ufe but to the prefent owners.” 


Tue convent of the Benedictines is a 
handfome modern building ; its gardens are 
extenfive, and command fome very agreeable 
profpects. 


Axzour three pofts and a half from St. 
Denis, in your road hither, you pafs Chan- 
tilly, a palace of the Prince of Conde. I 
need not requeft you to pay attention to this 
{tructure. Its apartments and furniture are 
magnificent, and the gardens and park are 
finely diverfified with water, ftatues, temples, 
and orangeries; in fhort every part is dif- 
pofed with a degree of tafte and expence, 
only to be attained in this country, by a 


Prince of the houfe of Bourbon. 


Tue ftables, which are really elegant, are 
built in a quadrangular form, at an enor- 


mous 
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mous expence, and are capable of containing 
near a thoufand horfes. One would fuppofe 
the noble owner, by erecting a palace for 
Houyhnhnms meant to vie with the author 
of Gulliver, in the high efteem he has fhewn 


for that noble animal. 


WirTuin the palace are fome pictures by 
Titian, Paul Veronefe, and others of the 
Italian School, of the firft merit ; but having 
viewed them before, the eagernefs of enquiry 
is now abated, and I fhall avoid going into a 
detail of defcription, but proceed in our route 
hither, in which we found the road excel- 
lent; but the rumbling over the pave for fo 
long a journey, rendered it infufferably 
tedious, and helped in no fmall degree to 
difcompofe our nerves. In this happy period 
of univerfal freedom in this country, I can- 
not help remarking that the poor hare feems 
entirely to have loft her liberty, as I do not 


Y 2 remember 
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remember having feen one, either in the road 


or neighbouring fields, fince I left Paris, where 


I formerly have noticed many, even crofling 


the high road, without fear or moleftation : 
they have fallen facrifices; and perhaps we 
fhould deplore their fate, if by the whole 
fyftem of the laws that formerly protected 


|| them, we had not feen the people groan under 


feudal tyranny and lordly oppreffion. 


As we approached Amiens the city and 
adjacent country ftruck me fo forcibly that I 
was induced to {ketch the objects as they 
prefented themfelves, among which the pof- 


tillion was not the leaft confpicuous, for a 
Hl more furly reprobate, or one more opiniatre 
Hy i I do not remember to have feen. The horfes 
were equally tired with his jargon, as we 
with them; and we offered up a pater-nofter 
on entering Amiens, which I need not in- 
form you is the capital of Picardy. ‘It is 


fituated on the river Somme, which branches 


forth 
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forth through feveral parts of the town, and 
adds much to its beauty. 


Tue adjoining walks and fhady avenues 
form a very picturefque fcene, at a {mall 
diftance from the city. The cathedral, which 
is feen to lift its noble fpire much above the 
neighbouring buildings, is fuperior to any 
thing of the kind I have ever feen. The 
merit of its conftruction has always been un- 
derftood to reft with the Englith; but that 
the French utterly deny. It is certainly a 
magnificent ftructure, and was founded 
about 1288. The two principal towers were 
finifhed about the clofe of the prefent cen- 
tury. The ftalls in the choir are defervedly 
admired ; they were added in the year 1508, 
by Mr. D’Henecourt, dean of the cathedral, 
under the direction of Arnold Coulin, whofe 
pay was only feven fols tournois per day. 
The grand altar is modern, and worthy of 
admiration ; it was prefented by a Mr. De 

: Coupel, 


sya) 
Coupel, a canon of this church, and exe- 


cuted by Meff. Dupuis. ‘The grand coup 
d’ceuil has a happy effect; but the opening 


of the heavens, with Angels, &c. partly in 


bas-relief, and partly in oil colours, is whim- 


fical. It is decorated with many figures, 
large as life, and on the altar are feven 
candlefticks in folid filver. The lofty cedar 


pillars, in the choir, are of curious work- 


manfhip, and their ornaments fo delicate 
that they feem light as the 


“¢ Goffamer, 


“ That idles in the wanton fummer air.” 


As in all cathedral churches fomething of 


the wonderful is to be met with, here, in 


proportion to its fize, the wonderful increafes, 


even the identical head of St. John, and as 
identical finger of the incredulous St. Tho- 
mas, is fhewn with great folemnity, and 


without a blufh from the facerdotal Ciceroni, 


who 
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who either does, or feems to wifh you fhould 
fuppofe, that he believes all he fays. 


Tus city is very extenfive; its ftreets 
are fpacious, and many of the houfes ele- 
gant. Its inhabitants are faid to be up- 
wards of forty thoufand; yet amidft this 
great city are we lodged in a dirty uncouth 
apartment, floored, if I may term it fo, 
with brick, not boards, and devoid of every 
elegance, for which we are charged extrava- 
gantly ; but with all this neglect of the ufe- 
ful, we find them attentive even to the 
minuti of drefs, where the fize of a buckle, 
or thicknefs of texture in the fummer dra- 
pery, will abfolutely ruin the character for 
tafte of the wearer for a whole feafon. But 
Frenchmen have now much to think of, and 
' their prefent purfuit in the glorious caufe of 
freedom will, in all probability, draw their 
attention from thofe ridiculous punctilios, 

that 


(i gL xq) 
that with a brave and fenfible people could 


only have been called forth as auxiliaries, 


in a ftate of ennui, when they did not dare 


to think of greater objects. 


SoME recent difturbances have taken place 
in this city, for want of bread, a plea, I fear, 


that has much truth in it, as I never remem- 


ber to have feen fo great a number of beg- 
gars in any city I have paffed through: they 


flock through the ftreets in immenfe crouds, 


and are fometimes exceedingly riotous, on 


being refufed their requeft, or rather demand. 


An Englifhman having lately replied to 


them in a way they did not relifh, they in 


the courfe of the evening way-laid him, and, 
but for a fortunate intervention of fome of 


the inhabitants, he would have fallen a vic- 


tim to their fury. That the French are 


much behind us in point of improvement, 


efpecially in the article of travelling, is a 


truth generally allowed ; indeed it can admit 


of 
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of no controverfy, when I tell you I abfo- 
lutely faw in this city, three perfons em- 
ployed in fhoeing a horfe, two of whom 


were really {mart and well drefled women. 


Tue theatre is tolerably conftructed, and 
we were well entertained at the tragedy of 
Medea. Madame Roucourt, from Paris, per- 
fonated the Heroine; fhe is not unlike the 
late Mrs. Yates, but her figure is more grofs 
and vulgar. L’Avocat Patelin, as an after- 


piece, was excellently reprefented. 


We were perfuaded to make a fhort ex- 
curfion to the abbey of Corbie, about twelve 
miles from hence, at which we were pro- 
mifed every elegant accommodation that the 
luxury of the church could afford, but alas ! 


we were wofully difappointed. 


TueE abbey is of great antiquity, and im- 
menfely rich ; but of their pofleffions even 
Vou. HU. Z of 
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ef the table, they were not very liberal. A 


Monfieur De Breteuil, who received his edu- 


eation in this abbey, and is Lord of the 
Manor, feems alfo Lord of the place. The 


wardrobe in the facrifty is the richeft I have 


ever feen, and feems too ponderous in gold 


and velvet even for the fturdieft prieft to 
ftand under. The relicks likewife at the 


grand altar are almoft too wonderful to re- 


late. It is ftrange that credulity could put 
on fo placid and all-believing a countenance 
as fell to the lot of the good prieft who at- 
tended us. Joints of Saints who never ex- 


ifted, tears that never were fhed, and drops 


of blood which were never human, he moft 


religioufly exhibited as illuftrative of paflages © 


in holy writ, with all the firmnefs and re- 
liance on the fact, as if he had been prefent 


at the amputation, and the hermetical fealing 


of the phials. But the farce in all proba- 


bility is nearly done away, and even thofe 


who 
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who are benefited by this ridiculous difplay 
will be afhamed of their own audacity. 


In the neighbourhood of this abbey is a 
handfome chateau of M. De Choifeul. The 
grounds are laid out much in the Englifh 
tafte, and the canal is juftly an object of ad- 
miration. It is faid to be the handfomeft 
villa in the province of Picardy; but it cer- 
tainly wants the decoration of the fine arts 


to render it pleafing to an amateur. 


On our return to Amiens we prepared for 
our route to England, when in getting into 
our chaife, to exemplify what I have before 
remarked of the poverty of this place, we 
counted no lefs than fixty-four beggars, who 
furrounded our carriage, and with one voice, 


and in full cry, implored our charity. 
Adieu ! 
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LETTER XI. 


BOULOGNE. 
DEAR SIR, 


We quitted Amiens in 
the evening of Wednefday, agreeable to our 
intention, and before we had reached one 
poft were overtaken by a ftorm of rain and 
thunder, fo tremendous that I fcarce ever re- 
member to. have feen equalled. The poor 
bidets were fo alarmed that they feveral times 
made a dead ftop, and refufed to proceed on 
their journey, nay, once they abfolutely 
turned themfelves about, and were making a 
precipitate retreat. The driver was equally 
obftinate for their proceeding, and having 
vented all his hereditary ftock of oaths, 
added 
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added many of his own, invented on the 


emergency of the occafion, for which, to 


give the French their due, they have a happy 


talent. At this period, to heighten his mi- 
fery, a ftring of Englifh hunters, led by two 
grooms, pafled us with all the agility of 


their breed, which calling forth fome re- 
mark on our fuperior mode of travelling, 
fo enraged the fellow, that he had all the 


appearance of a favage, and even foamed at 


the mouth with rage. The enormous fize 
of the poftillion’s boots, were at this critical 


juncture particularly unfortunate, as they 


held fuch an immenfe quantity of water, 


that they formed two refervoirs, in which 


the poor fellow fat up to his knees full three 


hours. I obferved that as his miferies in- 
creafed his religion in the fame proportion 


was on the decline, infomuch that he fairly 


loft all refpect for the crucifixes as we paffed ; 


and towards the end of the journey, having 


queftioned him on his neglect, he obferved 
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that he never bowed to any out of his own 
province. We as well as the driver had 
likewife reafon to regret the change of the 
weather, as the country from Amiens to 
Abbeville is exceedingly pleafant, and the 
road magnificently fpacious, and well paved. 


ABBEVILLE is a confiderable town in 
Lower Picardy, and is the capital of Pon- 
thieu, it is fituated in a pleafant valley, and 
carries on a confiderable manufacture in 
woollen cloths, and coarfe linens; its com- 


merce is much promoted by its fituation on 


the river Somme, which divides the town in. 


two parts; it is only fifteen miles from the 
Britifh: Channel, and in the neighbourhood 
of Crefly, rendered famous by our glorious 
Edward the Third, who had he thought it 
an object of attention, might, without much 
difficulty, have added it to his conquefts. Not 
any thing at this place prefents itfelf to de- 
tain the traveller in his route, unlefs he hap- 


pens 


i Rae 


pens to be equally unfortunate with ourfelves 


in being without a paffport, for want of 


which we were, on our arrival at Abbeville, 
conveyed by a party of armed Bourgeoifie, 
to the houfe of the Commandant, which de- 
tained us near two hours, and after pro- 
ducing a parcel of papers and domettic let- 
ters, of which M. le Commandant did not 
underftand a fingle word, we were fuffered to 
purfue our journey. Thefe fufpicions, which 
are, and ever have been, a difgrace to the 
police of the country, it is to be prefumed will, 


among other regulations, foon happily be done 


away, by the wifdom of the new legiflators. 


We met with a fimilar inconvenience at 


Montreuil, where the gates being fhut, the’ 


night exceedingly dark, and the torrent of 
rain, &c. {till continuing, our miferies were 


not decreafed. I believe the Commandant 


was as fincere in his wifh for a reform in 
the article of paffports, as ourfelves, for he 
was called out of his bed, and though {carcely 


awaked, 
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awaked, foon determined with half an eye, 
that we had no plot againft the ftate. Thefe 
inconveniences did not arife from our neg- 
lect, but from the magiftrates at Valen- 
ciennes, who affured us we fhould have no 
occafion for one. I mention the delays and 
inconveniences that have occurred on this 
fubject to fhew you the neceffity of procuring 
a paflport the firft ftep you take in this 
country. 


Early in the morning we quitted Mon- 
treuil, which is a large town, pleafantly | 
fituated on a circular eminence, and is well 
watered by the river Canche; it has a caftle, 
furrounded by a ftrong wall and foffé, and 
has feveral convents, which have been much 
reforted to by the Englifh for education ; but 
from the prefent difturbances, and a {trong 
apprehenfion of their being foon abolifhed, 
the ladies have, with more fear of the mili- 

Viorel. Aa tary 
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tary than the priefthood, nearly abandoned 


them. 


Passinc through Samer, in our way 
hither, nothing occurs worthy obfervation. 
The country is not fo fertile, nor profpects 
fo inviting as thofe we have pafied; and the 
want of villas-to enrich the fcene, which we 
perpetually meet with in our own country, 
gives an alr of poverty and neglect to the 
general land{cape. 


On our arrival at Boulogne we found the 
wind directly contrary to our hopes. The 
packets had been detained feveral days, and 
one was nearly loft in endeavouring to get 
out of the harbour. Though the wind was 
contrary, yet the weather clearing up, gave 
us frequent opportunities of viewing the 
neighbouring country, which affords many 
delightful rides, nm one of which paffing. the 
village of Wymill, about three miles from 


Boulogne, 


( 39-') 


Boulogne, in the road to Calais, is erected a 
handfome monument, to the unfortunate 


Aeronauts, Pilatre de Rofier- and Romain, 


whofe ill fate, on the 15th of June, L705, 


you are not unacquainted with. 


THEY afcended from Boulogne, about the 
centre of the Efplanade, for which I refer 


you to the enclofed drawing of the citadel 
of Boulogne. The beauty of the adjacent 
fcenery where this monument is ereéted is 


fo happily formed by nature, to add to the 


gloom of the tragical period of thefe unfor- 
tunate adventurers, that I was induced to 
make a {ketch of the monument, &c. which 
I do not remember to have feen engraved. 


It is a fquare pedeftal, about eight feet high. 
at the top of which is a balloon in the act of 
burfting. The parts whereon the infcrip- 


tions are made, are black marble; the letters 
are formed in gold. The monument in- 
tended to be erected by the magiftrates of 


Ai a2 Boulogne, 
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Boulogne, on the Efplanade, whence they 


afcended, is not yet accomplifhed, nor pro- 
bably ever will. 


Tue church of Wymill joins the back 
part of this monument where the remains 
of thefe unfortunates are depofited. The 


French infcription runs thus: , 


Dawns ce Cimétiere font inhumés Francéis Pilatre de 


Rofier et Pierre Ange Romain, qui voulant paffer en 
Angleterre dans un Aéroftat, of ils avoient réuni le 
procédé de feu a l’air inflammable, par un accident, 
dont on ignorera toujours la veritable caufe, le feu auroit 


‘© pris a Ja partie fupérieure du balon, ils tomberent de la 


hauteur de plus de cinq mille pieds, entre Wimereux 
et la mer, l’on a place une infcription au pieds de 
Vaiguille de ’endroit de leur chiitte un feconde fur le 
mur extérieur de l’eglife. Paffants, plaignez leur fort, 


et priez Dieu pour le repos de leurs ames. 


“ L’eftime, la douleur, 


“« Et Pamitié, leurs ont élévé 


“ Ce monument, en |’année 


1786. 


“ Ardent 


: o6/tt ACWW Peper] ;TIes 


t 5S =zoFy .qudg uapta’ } 
> ie ag Ft Pe ALG Bes UBOP}YD C7) a¥f7 U0 LV}? 6 ? n1bo RO (/) WAIDMY?H) por sshd WOT PPE Y. AANDY-1) CO, 
BOLE GP iy, a) Finyor uacpyo Y) 77 720) bie 2 y | . 
w ‘ 


WIT Yl} Pda ey) Wa ee spourpia ayy oy fa CL pated) ei 


en ee ee en es ee ee 


, 
: tA 
2 a 
= 
* 


¥ 
ps 
| ae 
pet 
3 
ih 
a 
ms 


a 
5 d at 
} : 4 4 : 
Brita 


eR Logt: ) 


“ Ardent ami des arts et de la verité, 

‘* Au printemps de fes jours par un noble courage, 
“ Le premier dans les airs il s’ouvrit un paflage 

“¢ Et perit au chemin de l’immortalité, 

“¢ Le matin dans les airs comblé de la gloire 

“ Le foir ne refte d’eux que la memoire 

“ Montrant de ’homme au méme inftant 


“ Et la grandeur, et le néant.” 


Tue Englifh infcription is as follows : 


“ Iw this tomb are enclofed the remains of F. Pilatre 
“de Rozier and A. Romain, who afcended from Boulogne 
“ 15th of June 1785, in a balloon, it took fire, and they 
“¢ fell from the height of 5000 feet, between Wimereux 
“ and the fea A monument is ereéted upon the {pot 
“© where they fell.” 


On the back part of this monument 1s 
the following Latin infcription for fuch tra- 
vellers who do not underftand either the 


French or Englifh language : 


“ Una Latina fuit collocata in tergo hujus monument, 
“ in gratiam viatorum extraneorum qui linguam Gallicam 


“ ignorant. 
rans ae 
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«“ F, P. de Rofier et P. A. Romain, Bolonia profecti 
“ die 15 Junii, An. 1785, plus 5 mil, pedibus altiores, 


“€ precipiti cafu prope turrim croaitiam, extincti funt, et 


“ hic ambo confepulti Difcite, mortales, hac vos 


“* brevis edocet hora quam fit magnanimus quam fragilis 


“ homo.”’ 


THE expence of this monument has been 
trifling, but the tender mark of refpeét paid 


to the unfortunate adventurers by their coun- 


trymen, I thought deferving my attention. 


From the frequent excurfions we have 
made during our ftay here, I cannot help 


remarking, that it 1s ftrange fo much time 


fhould be devoted to the watering places in 
England, when from a trip of a few hours . 
only acrofs the channel, they might, without 


going farther into the country, obferve much 


of the manners of our neighbours, and enjoy 


a beautiful country at a very trifling ex- 


pence. 


BouLOGNE 
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Bourocne I have generally heard noticed 
as a mere dirty fifhing town, when the re- 
verfe is abfolutely the fact; its ftreets are, 
and muft be from their afcent kept conti- 
nually dry. The upper town in particular 
is remarkably clean, and delightfully fituated 
on an eminence, commanding many exten- 
five views of the adjacent country, the chan- 
nel, and a perfect view of the Englith coatft. 
Its defence is great, both from its natural 
and improved fituation; it is furrounded 
with a ftrong rampart, and was formerly 
efteemed of fuch confequence, that Henry 
the Eighth befieged it, and carried it in the 
year 1544; it had long been his favourite 
object, and when captured feems to have 
been a matter of much rejoicing, for on 
the 18th day of July, fays Hall in his Chro- 
nicle, “‘ The Kinges highnefs having the 
“‘ fworde borne naked before him, by the 
** Lord Marquis Dorfet, like a noble and 


‘* valyant 


a oe) 


valyant conqueror, rode into Bulleyn, and 


“‘ the trompetters ftandyng on the wallfs of 


* the towne, founded their trompettes, at 
“ the time of his entering, to thé great com- 


“ fort of al the Kynges true fubjects, the 


“ fame beholdyng. The laft perfon that 
“* came furth was Monfire de Vervine, grand 
‘“‘ capitaine of the toune, which when he 


‘“‘ approched nere the place wher the King 


‘* f{tode he alighted from his horfe, and came 
“« to the King, and after he had talked with 


“* hym a fpace the Kyng toke him by the 
hand, and he reverently kneeling upon his 


‘« knees, kiffed hys hande, and afterwards 


“* mounted upon hys horfe, and fo departed.” 


TuE gates of this town were given toa 


favourite officer of the King’s, at the time, 
whofe name I forget, and were fold as lum- 
ber, at a fale of one of his defcendants, a few 
years fince in Kent. | 

THE 
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Tue harbour is reckoned exceedingly dan- 
gerous, and the river Liane, which runs by 
the fide of the town, empties itfelf there. 
The baths are now nearly completed, which 
have been a long time conftructing at an 
enormous expence, and are at fuch a diftance 
from the fea, that they are fupplied with the 
falt water by pipes, which fill a large refer- 
voir, and would in England be neglected, 
as we naturally prefer the open fea. 


I am told the proprietor has been flat- 
tered with the attention and patronage of 
the Royal Family, but as matters are at 
prefent circumftanced, the diftance may be 
thought too great for a royal jaunt, and 
bathing nearer home be recommended by the 
{tate phyficians. 


We have juft been called from dinner, to 
view a folemn proceffion of priefts and fri- 
ars going to beftow a benediction on the 
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agitated waters; whether to aid the falu- 
brity of thefe baths, or to calm the prefent 
violence of the ftorm, I know not ; but they 
might as well have done any thing elfe, for 
neither the winds nor the waves have be- 
{towed the leaft attention to them. Soon 
after, however, the Captain of the packet, 
who is no Catholic, informed us, that by 
fome means or other, the wind had got 
about, and that we fhould foon embark, 
which is no unpleafant news, as we have 
viewed every thing here worthy notice, and 
have in vain explored every church and con- 


vent to difcover any trait of the fine arts. 


Havinc much to do before we quit this 
place, I fhall for the prefent take my leave, 
and write to you once more either on board 


the packet, or on our landing at Dover. 
Adieu ! 


LETTER 
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BE TYP ER RIE 


DOVER. 


DEAR SIR, 


Our paflage hither yef- 
terday evening proved as favourable as our 
moft fanguine wifhes could flatter us with, 
after the ftorms and tempefts of near a week. 
The wind gradually veered about to land us 
on our happy fhore, the cliffs of which ap- 
peared in the diftance beautiful in the ex- 
treme, every fail and fleeting object became 
irradiated with the brilliant tinge of that 
glorious object, the fetting fun, who even 


left 
“‘ A track of glory in the fkies.” 


Bb 2 As 
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As we approached within about a league 


of Dover, the combination of picturefque 


objects, formed from the venerable and 
{tately remains of the caftle, town, and the 


fpacious harbour, crouded with fhipping 


from all nations, together with that tre- 


mendous cliff, whofe high and bending head 


“ Looks dreadful down upon the roaring deep,” 


formed all together fo complete a fcene, that 


I could not pafs it by without attempting to 
give a faint reprefentation of the objects as 
they appeared. 


On our landing, notwithftanding all the 


charms of novelty in travelling, we felt a 
fecret fatisfaction in again fetting foot on 
our native fhore; and I flatter myfelf, that 


after all I have feen and defcribed, in which 


perhaps I have told you little that is new, 
our own country boa{ts as many excellencies 


in painting, {culpture, and every other branch 


of 
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of the fine arts, as are to be found in any 
other nation, with this difference, that in 
other countries large colle€tions are only 
formed by Kings, Princes, and the heads of 
churches, to which the curious ftranger na- 
turally reforts for gratification and the in- 
formation of his mind; while with us thofe 
valuable elegancies are happily diffufed 
among all ranks and degrees of the people, 
and the fubject breathing the fpirit of free- 
dom enjoys without reftraint the happy ef- 
fects of extenfive commerce, and participates 
with his Prince in the rational elegancies of 


life. 
Adieu ! 
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ANTWERP. 


Names. 


AADRIANSEN Alex- 


Affelyn John — ssssssssserees 
Backer Jaques 

Backereel William ...... 
Balen Hendrick Van .... 
Balen John Van cesses 


Balten Peter  sscsssssssessee 
Blomen Norbert Van .... 
Blomen Peter Van  ..... 


Baptift John Gafpers +. 
Bifchop Cornelius ....... 
Bofch Balthazar Vanden 
Breda Peter Van wees 


Dates. 


1672. 


Branch of the Art. 
Fruit, flowers, fifth, and 
ftill life, 
Landfcape and battles. 
Hiftory. 
Ditto. 
Hiftory and portrait. 
Hiftory, landfcape, and 
boys. 
Landfcape and hiftory. 
Portrait and converfation, 
Battles <nd Italian mar- 
kets. 
Hiftory and portrait. 
Portrait and hiftory. 
Converfations and portrait. 
Landicape and cattle. 
Breda 
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Names. 
Breda John Van sssese 
Boel Peteraec cccsscsccursese 
Badens Francisd csciessee: 
Breydel Charles, called 
CaVAlIe hy sconteencs ithe A 


Breydel Francis .s..+00+0. 


Bril Matthew  ......scssses 
Brilgeau lifer easter 


Broek Elias Vanden .... 


Brueghel Abraham, called 


the Neapolitan ...... 
Calvert Denis ..ssssesee 
Cleef Joas Van * siscscssee 
Cleef Henry Van ws. 


Cleef Martin Van 
Coignet Giles, called 

Giles of Antwerp .... 
Coningfloo Egidius, or 

Gilles 
Coques Gonzales ....... 
Cofters Jobin ata assssersses 


Crayer Gafper de suse 


O009 Boer coacs once ees e 


1672. 
1555: 


1530. 


1544. 
1618, 


1603. 
1585. 


Branch of the Art. 
Hiftory, landfcape, and 


converfations. 
Still life and animals. 


Hiftory and portrait. 


Landfcape. 

Portraits and converfa- 
tions. 

Landfcape and hiftory. 

Landfcape in large and 
fmall. 

Fruit, flowers, and fer- 


pents. 


‘Fruit and flowers. 


Hiftory and landfcape. 
Portrait and hiftory. 
Landfcape. 

Hiftory. 


Hiftory and grotefque. 


Landfcape. 

Portraits and converfation. 

Hiftory. 

Hiftory and portrait. 
Denys 


Names. Dates. 
Denys Jacques cscs 1645. 
Deryke William 0.1.0... 


Deynum JohnBaptiftVan 1620, 


Dubois Simon. we..seeee. 

Eykens Peter, (the old) x 599: 
Blois’ Francis 4.40044 1520. 
Fouquieres James 0... 1580. 
Franks Sebaftian .....,.... 1572. 
Franks John Baptift .... 1600. 
Fruytiers: Phillip ics. 

Fytt SJobing;.icseaacttaee 1625. 
Gabron William ......... : 

Genoels Abraham ........ 1640. 


Gillcmatigt, Ween: 1672 
Garbon William ......... 
Grimmer Jacques ....... T510. 
Gyzen-Peter# ne ee. 1636, 
Hardime Peter cesses 1678. 
Helmont Segres Jaques 

WAI sas coke sat burs ob coche 1683. 
Hobbima Minderhout ... 1611. 
Hoeck John Van ...:..... 1600, 
Hoeck Robert Van ...... 1609. 


Hoogeftraten Theodore 
Va ererecordisewnrspawthy!  ESO6: 
We Onur LI Ore 


Branch of the Art. 
Hiftory and portrait. 
Hiftory. 

Portrait in miniature, &c. 
Portrait, battles, and cattle. 
Hiftory. 

Ditto. 

Landfcape. 

Hiftory and landfcape. 
Hiftory and converfations. 
Portrait and miniature, 
Animals and birds. 

Still life, 

Landfcape and portrait. 
Portrait in miniature. 
Fruit and ftill life, 

Still life. 

Landfcape. 

Ditto. 


Fruit and flowers. 


Hiftory. 
Landfcape. 
Hiftory. 


Encampments and battles. 


Landfcape and ftill life. 


Houfeman 


OWN ee, 


(haba) 

Names. Dates. Branch of the Art. 
Houfeman James os... 1656. Hiftory and portrait. 
Houfeman Cornelius .... 1648. Landfcape. 

Janffens Abraham .....s00 1569. Hiftory. 

Jordaens Jaques sss 1594. Allegorical fubjects. 

Keffel John Van esas 1626. Flowers, portrait, birds, 
: infects, &c. 

Keffel N. Vann sssssssserses 1684. Converfations. 


Kock Matthias, or Mat- 
thew  sssssssssssreseenseeeess 1500. Landfcape. 
Koeberger Wenceflaus 1534. Hiftory. 


Koninck David De ..... Animals, Birds, Fruit, and 
Flowers. 

Lemens Balthazar Vari 1637. Hiftory. 

Leyfllens Ne ccssssseeseerees . 1661. Ditto. 

Lint Peter Vann sssessssees 1609. Hiftory and portrait. 

Maes Godfrey sssvssecervses 1660. Hiftory. 

Matfys Quintin — ssevssereses 1460. Hiftory and portrait. 

Matfys John sssssesseneees Portrait and hiftory. 

Mile Francefco  ssessseseee 1644. Landfcape and hiftory. 

Minderhout ..errescccresrcees 1637. Sea-ports and landfcape. 

Morell N.  -scccosscsovsaceeees 1664. Fruit and flowers. 

Neefs Peter (the old) .... 1570+ Churches,perfpectives,&c, 

Neefs Peter (called the Architeéture and perfpec- 
YOUNQ)  cseresvseneeseener sare tive. 


Nieulant William Van 1584. Landfcape and architee- 


ture. 


Oort 


oS 
SONNE A 
‘ aes *% A arr? 4 \ 
e cr Ao fee a Ezy Na Qi TR of 
rie WE A A a ele SG YE FE. Bia YSEEEA 


Names. Dates. 


Oort Adam Van cess 1557. 


IV AIND cateneoe ASTac LCase 1660, 
Peters Bonaventure ..... 1614 
Peters: Johintecvetcgsnscstenes 1625. 


Platten Matthew Van .... 1640. 
Quellinus Erafmus (the 


Old) vaseesescorextegneere 1607 
Quellinus Erafmus (the 

-YOUMND ) < soes screw ssee Bowers 1630. 
Rombouts Theodore .... 1597. 
Roore JaquesDe «05 1686. 


Rubens SirPeterPaul .... 1577. 


Ryckaert Martin cesses 1591. 
Ryckaert David acs iw LOO 
Ryfbraeck Peter assess 1657. 


Schoonjans Anthony ... 1655. 
Schut Cornelius — .......... 1600. 


Seghers Gerard wwe 1589. 


peghers Daniel ates. 1590. 
Sibrects JORMA tisceossscs | O25. 
Cc 2 


Branch of the Art. 


Hiftory, portrait, and land- 
fcape. 


Hiftory and portrait. 

Sea pieces, _ particularly 
ftorms. 

Sea pieces and fea fhores. 


Land and fea views. 


» Hiftory and landfcape. 


Hiftory. 
Hiftory and converfation. 
Ditto ditto. 


Hiftory, portrait, landfcape, 
and animals. 

Landfcape, architeCture, 
and ruins. 

Converfation and appari- 
tions. 

Landfcape. 

Hiftory and portrait. 

Hiftory. 

Hiftory and portrait. 

Flowers, fruit, and infects, 

Landfcape and cattle. 


S nayers 


fd WET Fe 


\. Aa Mh. 


( 
Names. 


ooevegosee secs 


Snayers Peter 


Snyders Francis 


eno" caccence 


Son Joris Van (the old) 


Son John Van (the young) 


Spierings HL. sssssscssessenee 
Spranger Bartholomew 
Stalbent Adrian .....ss0ss. 
Stampart Francis... 
Subtermans Juftus os... 
Teniers David (the old) 
Teniers David (the young) 
Tyflens Peter .susserssssaees 
CP yflens Nis Saseesesycsneases ese 


Uden. Lucas Vani tinitrears 
Utrecht Adrian Van .... 
Vandyck Sir Anthony .. 
Vanfomer Phillip 

Verbruggen Gafper Peter 


Verelitzoimon seamen. 


Verencacl meen rte 


; AC) 
IA Nn \e 


204 ) 
Dates. Branch of the Art. 
1593. Hiftory, portrait, battles, 
and landfcape. 
1579. Animals, fruit, landfcape, 
and huntings. 
1622. Fruit and flowers. 
1661. .Fruit, flowers, and ftill 
life. 
1633. Landfcape. 
1546. Hiftory and landfcape. 
1580. Landfcape. 
1675. Portrait. 
1597. Portrait and hiftory. 
1582. Converfations. 
1610. lLandfcape, converfations, 
{till life, and portrait. 
1625, Hiftory and portrait. 
1660. Still life, flowers, and 
birds. 
1595. Landfcape. 
1599. Birds, fruit,and dead game. 
1599. Hiftory and portrait. 
1576. Portrait. 
1668. Flowers. 
1664. Fruit, flowers, and por- 
traits. 
1659. Fruit and flowers. 


Verhaecht 


Names. 


Verhaecht.. Tobias ........ 
Vos Martin de 


90000000000 


Vos Simon: dei) s.cesscsesee 


Wildens John... 


sossonre 


( 


205 
Dates. 


1566. 


1520. 


1603. 


15Q1. 
1594» 
1577: 


1584. 


Branch of the rt. 


Landfcape and architec- 
ture. 

Hiftory, landfcape, and 
portrait. 

Hiftory, portrait, and hunt- 
ings. 

Landfcape and battles. 

Ditto ditto. 

Storms, calms, and fea- 
ports. 


Landfcape and figures. 


ME CHL I Nie 


Bifet Emanuel Charles 
Bol Jot ci csscecenss 


Coxis Michael 


Enghelrams Cornelius 


Francois Lucas (called the 
ld Prcercennge eet: 


Francois Lucas (called the 


YOUNG) sass peshtacant cass 
Plahsa F rancisivsscscscissescsy 


1633. 
15346 


1497. 
1527. 


1574. 


1606. 
1584. 


Hiftory and converfation. 
Landfcape, hiftory, and 
animals. 


Hiftory and portrait. 
Hiftory. 


Hiftory and portrait. 


Ditto 


Portraits. 


ditto. 


Hals 


Ne. 
NI AS 


WES AE A 


( 206 j 
Names. Dates. Branch of the Art. 

Hals Dirk cssecssee sere 1589. Converfations. 
Herregouts Henry (the 

Old) isan srcsreseerseeee 1666. Hiftory. 
Peters Francis Lucafz .... 1606. Landfcape. 
Snelling John wwe 1544. Hiftory and battles. 
Thielen John Phillip Van 1618. Flowers. 
Thielen Maria Therefa 

V aniiagesnanonts cmt «» 1640. Flowers and portrait. 
Thielen Anna Maria Van 1641. Portrait and flowers. 
Thielen Francifca Cathe- 

THe Vall Peatenseorier. 1641. Flowers and portrait. 
Vinckenbooms David ..... 1578. Landfcape. 


BRUSSELS. 


D’ Artois Jacques ws 
Borcht Henry Vander .... 
Brueghel Peter Peterfz 
Brueghel John (called 

IN clive): ca iasss etyene 
Champagne Phillip de .... 


Champagne John Baptift 
Chatel Francis Du _.... 


1613. 
1583. 


1560. 
1602. 


1645. 
1625. 


Landfcape. 

Fruit and flowers. 

Maflacres, towns on fire, 
and devices. 

Flowers, fruit, and land- 
{cape. 

Hiftory, portrait, and land- 
{cape. 

Ditto 


Converfations. 


ditto ditto. 


Craafbeck 


Names. 


Craafbeck Jofeph Van 

Eeckhout Anthony Van- 
GGL cectactancecccacatanatasse 

Gentile Lodovicus 

Heil Daniel Van 4... 

Heil Leonard Van 

Heil John Baptift Van 

Helmont Matthew Van 


Janfens Victor Honorius 


‘Loon Theodore Van 
Medina Giovanni Battifta 
Meulen Anthony Francis 
Vander eel. sponte 
Meyffens John esses 
Mytens Arnold oes 
Mytens John errr 


Orlay Bernard Van 
Orlay Richard Van 


Vadder Louis de sss 
Venius Gertrude 
Winghen Jofeph Van 
(the Old) — sssssssasssevees 
Winghen Jeremiah Van 
(the young) — weve 


1542. 


1578. 


Branch of the Art. 


Converfations and drolls. 


Fruit and flowers. 

Hiftory and portrait. 

Hiftory. 

Flowers. 

Hiftory and portrait. 

Markets and fairs, 

Hiftory. 

Hiftory and portrait. 

Ditto. 

Battle, fieges, and land- 
{cape. 

Portrait and hiftory. 

Hiftory. 

Portrait. 

Huntings and landfcape. 

Hiftory and portrait in mi- 
niature. 

Landfcape. 

Portrait and hiftory. 


Hiftory. 
Flowers and portrait. 


VALEN- 


( 208 ) 


VALENCIENNES. 


Names. 


Pater John Baptift ...4.. 


Watteau Anthony  sescw 


Bertin Nicolas 
Blanchard Jaques ws... 
Blanchet Thomas .... 


Boullongne ‘Bon. © sree 


Boullongne Louis (Che- 


valier) RaesWeces 
Brun Chevalier Charles 
lie Ph eee eeaesactentnite 


Cheron Wouis ....002 
Cheron Elizabeth Sophia 


Coypel Anthony 


Dates. 


Branch of the Art. 


1695. Landfcape and converfa- 
tions. 
1684. Landfcape and encamp- 


ments, 


PARIS. 


og (1, SNe PSSA OF 2 


1667. Hiftory. 
1600. Portrait and hiftory. 


1617. Hiftory, perfpective, and 
portrait. 

1649. Portrait, landfcape, and 
patticci. 

1654. Hiftory 

1619. Hiftory and portrait. 

1660. Hiftory. 

1648. Portrait and hiftory. 

1661. Hiftory and allegorical 
fubjects. 

D’ Agar 
“i ak * ° Cc 


Names. 


Di Agar! facopom nds: 
Dorigny Lewis 
Foreft John Baptift 
Foffe Charles La 


Freminet Chevalier Mar- 


tin 


Frefnoy Cha. Alphonfo 
Hire Lawrence De La 


Hire Phillip De La 


Lancret Nicolas 


Largilliere Nicolas De 


Loir Nicolas 
Poerfon Charles Francis 
Sueur Euftachius Le 

Troy Chevalier John 


Francis De 


@ocesveeversee 


Vouet Simon 


Branch of the Art. 
Hiftory and portrait. 
Hiftory. 

Landfcape and hiftory. 
Ditto. 


Hiftory. 
Hiftory, 
landfcape. 


portrait, and 

Landfcape and hiftory. 

Landfcape and converfa- 
tion. 

Converfation. 

Portrait, hiftory, animals, 
and landfcape. 

Hiftory and landfcape. 

Hiftory and portrait. 

Hiftory. 


Portrait and hiftory. 
Hiftory and portrait. 


2 Ei END’. 


In a foort Time will be publifred, 
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